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LETTER III.. 


VMIißs Davyiu to CamtiL a, 


Orange Wood. 


HEN 1 conſider what ſuggeſtions 
YY my long ſilence may juſtly have 
given riſe to in your friendly boſom, am 
quite unhappy ; but when I reflect on the 
tenderneſs of your nature, and generous 
diſpoſition, I feel joy in the hope of your 
delt for an error bd cone not bar 
You. mn: ni 
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Camilla's obliging letter made us both 
happy; and, in return, we beg your ac- 
ceptance of our mutual thanks for this 
generous token of your fincerity, No- 


thing could be more welcome, tEan once 


more to view the well remembered cha. 
raters of our dear friend. Your good- 
neſs has already half buried in oblivion 
the concern which ſuch a cruel breach 
occaſioned in our hearts. I know not 
how it ſtopped, nor can I any way pro- 
properly account for it. O ſpare my 
confuſion, my gentle friend, and with 
your uſual * goodneſs find out means 
to excuſe it! Believe me when I aſ- 
ſure you, that it proceeded from no 
diſreſpect on our part; from our laſt 
enquiry we were informed ycu were gone 


into the country; this, and our not hear- 
ing from you, put a ſtop to our mutual 


pleaſures. We hold you as dear as ever to 


; CAMILLA. 3 
our hearts, and rejoice in finding you 
honour us ſtill with a place in your 

eſteem. Your ill ſtate of health concerns 
us much. TI ſhall think it an age till we 
have the pleaſure of warmly embracing 
you, my amiable friend, our third ſelf. 
If agreeable, next Tueſday ſhall be ſet 
apart for this happineſs. My inability 
at writing very poorly expreſſes the ho- 
neſt feelings of my grateful heart; but 
that heart appears really what it is, when 
it aſſures you, that I eſteem the renewal. 
of your acquaintance a ſingular ſatisfac · 
tion, and of being permitted the favour 
of correſponding with you 3 for aſſure 
yourſelf, that ſacred amity by which we 
were united, ſhall never willingly be vio« 
lated by your ever faithful ren 
8. Daxvirz. 


4 CAM I. E. L. A. 


"LETTER Iv. 


aur. to ig 8 


- 


Bromly odge. 


T i is not in my 7 power to expreſs to 

my dear and conſtant friends the joy 
which your enchanting letter gave me, 
will therefore leave it to your own ima- 
gination to paint. Muſt confeſs Lal- 
moſt doubted your friendſhip, and had 
determined to uſe other means than by 
letter to enquire after my once valued 
friends, but luckily your Kind letter hath 
broken my reſolution and diſpelled my 
fears: we will ſay no more of the paſt, 
let the future engage our attention. Al- 
though fate parted us for ſuch a time, 


"twill . this Pang reflection, 
that 


* | 6 * * * 
4 2 
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that it was not in the power of time to 
eraſe that affection, which was formerly 
our delight and joy. Perhaps this inter- 
val of ſilence may afford a ſtronger means 
of proving the conſtancy of our hearts: 
indeed, your kind anſwer convinces me of 
the ſincerity of yours; and I flatter my · 
ſelf I have given proof of mine by de- 
firing to renew the delights of friendſhip 5 
with you, my amiable — 


Tueſday is a late Pt but as I pre 
ſume it is the earlieſt you can fix, ſhall 
only think it an age till it arrives. Come 
then, thou ſweet Tueſday ! haſte, and 
bring with you the ſiſters of my affection; 
and that we may be ever united in mutual 
eſteem, is the ſincere wiſh of your con- 
Rant and impatient ” 

| CAMuILLA. 
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1 On not receiving a letter from a friend 
according to promiſe. 1 


While al alone, the other day, 

I fat and ſigh'd the hours away; ; 

Ah! what avails theſe thoughts, I cry, 
'Tis better let thy friendſhip die; 

Since ſhe to whom you gave your, love 
Feels not thoſe ſprings by which you move; 
Since ſhe can thus ſo ſoon forget 

The promis'd tributary debt; f 
Since ſhe no thought on you doth ſnow, 
Or one wiſh'd line can yet beſtow, 
Friendſhip, alas! how ſoon you fly ! 
When not fincere you quickly die, 

And like a ſummer's pleaſing flow'r, 
That varies with each changing hour, 
You give your ſweets but one ſhort day, 
And then you fade and drop away. 
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Miſs DaxvirIx to CAMILLA. 


180 3} 


Orange Wood. 


ERMIT me, my kind and dear Ca- 
milla, to breathe the friendly rap- 
tures of our hearts at having ſo lately 
embraced the gentle ſiſter of our eſteem, 
O, what a happineſs ! Our tongues are 
watually employed in your loved praiſe ; 
our hearts are captivated, and our heads 
are full of your amiable and ſincere wel- 
come. A reception ſo engaging and 
kind is infinitely more charming to the 
minds of friends, than all the pompous 
ceremonies of formal grandeur. We, 
on the hopes of your expecting us, flew | 


on the wings of love, prepared to waft 


B 4 a our 


our ſoft way once more to the tender bo- 
ſom of the charming Camilla. All we 

aked in that auſpicious hour was 
ſweetly crowned with peace and tran- 
quillity, and-your withes for our ſafety 
home became in that moment our guar- 
dian angel, for never had ereatures a 
more ſerene walk. This returning hap- 
pineſs of agrecable intercourſe between 
us richly repays the cruel loſs we ſo long 
have ſuſtained. I hope nothing in fu- 
ture will deprive us of the charming 
ſociety of our much loved friend. 
We ſhall be honoured and made moſt 
happy to cultivate ſo dear an ac- 
quaintance, to whom our hearts are ſo 
tenderly linked; and greatly we eſteem 
you for the generous place you allow us 
to hold in the number of your friends; 


and while thus favoured and honoured 


S AM IL IL A. 9 
y you, I haſten to ſubſcribe myſelf 
your ſincere friend, 
Sor ur DANVILLE. 


I thank; you for thoſe lines ſo juſliy N 
due to my heglect. O, that I could be 
ſo ungrateful as to cauſe a moment's un- 

kind reflections in your gentle breaſt! 


1 


CAMILLA to Miſs Dae | 


 'Biowly Lodge. 


HIS day 1 received a freſh proof 
of my dear Sophia” s kindnels, and 
over a cup of tea am ſcribbling a reply. 
Miethinks my bread and butter have a 
ſweeter taſte, and my tea is higher fla- 


woured. Your very obliging viſit de- 
B 5 - mands 
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mands my moſt hearty | thanks, Such 


pleaſing hours I have not experienced for 
ſame time: indeed, L was all joy and rap. 


ture; but could it be otherwiſe when the 


two charming filters appeared? It gave 
me great pleaſure to hear you got ſafe 


home. Pray, my dear, don't make a 
goddeſs of me, leſt I ſhould be fo over- 


come with vanity as to forget that I ama. 
mere mortal, and, like other. frail beings, 


| ſubject to every wind that blows; but ſo 


long as it wafts me the ſweet breath of 
your affection, all unkind and rough blaſts. 
from other quarters will be but half felt; 
ſo powerful is the force of friendſhip, and 
all its tender qualifications which fo, 
charmingly flow ſrom hearts like yours, 
that it enchantingly diſpels every gloomy 


reflection. I cannot allow my good 


friends to. fay I do them honour ; tis my 


wiſh to be on an equal footing, for equa · 
lip 


CAMFLEL As... Lt 


2 


lity will make every polite freedom both 
endearing and reciprocal. Adieu, my 
beloved friends, for this time. Saturday 
ſhall bring me to you with all my heart; 
and in the ſweet hope of enjoying that 
felicity, concludes your moſt ſincerely 


| attached. FOO. 
CauiIL A 


LETTER LV. 


% 


SrRINVA FRIENDLY to CAMILLA. | 


. Friendly Place. 


ILL not my dear Camilla doubt 

the affection of her friends at | 

this place, who have ſuffered fo long a 
a period to paſs without a line of remem- 
B 3 brance? 
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brance? But I rely on your forgiving 
temper to overlook whatever omiſſion we 
make, becaufe I think you know the ſin- 
| cerity of our hearts too well, to ſuppoſe 
ve can forget you and all your kindneſſes 
to us. We hope you conclude that a 
want of time, and our country excurfions, 
bs" tne cauſe of theſe ſeeming neglects. 


Your brother ſpent an evening with us 
a few nights ago; I find he intends take. | 
ing a trip to W—— very ſhortly; he 
ſeems in charming ſpirits. Don't you 
think there is ſomething going forward 
towards his altering the deſpicable name 
of batchelor? We do; and heartily wiſh 
to find our conjectures may prove true. 
We all join in hopes of hearing of your 
better health, and beg a line from you 
ſoon. We met Sir Henry the other 
day, but do not hear how he and Alinda 
g0 


AM IL ILA. 13 


go on. I believe verily your brother 

will get the ſtart of him, for we really 
think his country jaum is upon ſome 
ſuch an * 


I thank yon for the account of Mrs. 
Moreleſs; am glad to find you exerted 
yourſelf ſo: becomingly. All here are 
well, which I know will give you plea- 
ſure to hear. ; 


: 4 Beinp called away, my dear, beg your 
excuſe for the brevity. of this epiſtle; 

nevertheleſs, aſſure yourſelf of the true 

affection of | 


SERINA FRIENDLY», 


LET: 


14 c. AM ILE A.. 


LETTER, Lvl. 
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CAMiLLA to 1 Faikuplr. 
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Bromly Fg * 


" SINCERELY thank my Serina for 
her laconic epiſtle, which brought” 
me the welcome news of the health of 
the inhabiters of Friendly Place, and 
know it would give them pleaſure it 1. 
could ſend them the lame tidings from 


the Lodge. 


46 my brother, am at a loſs what 
to ſay concerning your conjectures. You: 


know he is of a cloſe diſpoſition, and 
never acquaints me with his affairs; and, 
though 1 cannot avoid thinking his be- 

haviour: 


e AM 1 L L A. 15. 


haviour very unbrotherly and unkind, 
yet ſhould be very happy to hear be 
Was agreeably married. : 


Is. A forma letter, you mentioned, a 
that as Lord Careful had broken the ice, 
the reſt of the Hall batchelors might pro- 
bably follow his example, and that you. 
thought Sir Henry would, be the next; 

but, however, I hear Sir Charles Eaſy. 
hath at laſt fixed upon a lady, to whom 
he was united about a month fince, ſa, q 
that if you think my brother is upon. 4 
the ſame ſcheme, the Hall will be either [ 
forſaken, or become more agreeable, | 
by, the introduction of the female party. | 


And pray, 3 may 17 1 : 
you are about at Friendly Place? Are 
there no ſwains paying their reſpects to. 

my 
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my Seriha and Syffana ? Let me hope 
there i is, as I think no woman can be ſaid 


to be ſettled till married, for our 
ſex are but poor defenceleſs mor- 


tals ſingle and alone. How ſhould © 
rejoice to fee you placed amongſt 
the liſt of thoſe beings called happy 
wives, May Inot hope you will ſhortly 
ſhine in that ſphere ? for ſhine I know 
you will, Can you do leſs, who have all 


the requilites that can n give luſtre to that 
ftation $i p 


, Wiki are the ſtupid men about to let 


you paſs unſought and unwon ; but is 


it not your own faults? are you not too 
nice? don c let that be the caſe, leſt 


you ſhould verify the old proverb, * If 


you will not when you may—When you 


will you ſhall have nay.” 


1 


What 


. 


„ 4 
c AMI L L A. 17 


What is become of your partners, 


11 


** 
I was in hopes * e - 
vated men! Ox 


bs me have the pleaſure of hearing 
from you Toon : preſent my due regards 
to your father and mother. My love 
awaits Syffana, as well as my Serina, tc 
whom I am with the lincereſt heart, their 
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ETURN ED. to my native land, can 
| Camilla, once more notice me. 4 


"There was a time when you. would 
have: flown on friendſhip's. I wings to the 
heart of your Cordelia. There was 
time when, J have met you Bout 4 a 
bluſh ! and may I not hope there will 
ſoon, very foon, be a time that ſhall re- 
unite our late divided hearts. 


If a thorough ſenſe of my guilt, and a 
fincere contrition can make atonement, 
flatter myſelf 'twill reſtore me to you; 
will rouſe your forgiveneſs ; and, you'll 

| receive 


CAMILLA. 19 


receive your penitent friend once more to 
your generous heart. 5 


1 would willingly convince you of the 
bucerity of my reſolves, and know no 
better mode of doing it, than by inform- 
ing you I haye quitted Ireland for ever, 
and the fatal canneftion that robbed me | 
of my pegpe. | | 


"va laſt letter was, indeed, very 1. 
rere, yerjuſt ! and was unanſwerable 1 
I could enforce the good advice it con- 
tained, 
| Notwithſtanding I could not execute 
as caſy as reſolve, never forgot your 
friendly egos er to fol- 
low them... 129 1 bg 


Fh ſE 
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oe a thoſe reſolutions, 
have now happily taken place, therefore 
willingly indulge the hope that tranquil- 
lity will return to my breaſt, together 
with the affection of my Camilla. It i; 
1 impoſſible to deſcribe how wretched a 
being I have been on many accounts. 
However, I rejoice at having quitted a 
place and profeſſion which was always 
diſtreſſing to me, and if I can regain the 
een of Camilla, ſhall be . 


W laſt letter, long, 13 ago, wat 
from London, but no particular place. 


On my arrival in England, [ traced 
you out, and by that means. found your 
addreſs. I ſincerely hope every thing 
is to your ſatisfaction. Was greatly 


Pleaſed: to hear you had at laſt obtained 
a ſettled 


4 Ks: 
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1 ſeuled abode:: may Jou continue ſuc- 
ceſsful and r i 


1 have eben a 3 dwelling, 
ſtuated on an eminence. commanding a 
| moſt beatiful proſpect near Camberwell, 
where it would add much to my happi- 
neſs to ſee the friend of my heart once 
more, whoſe - ge advice 1 ſtand 
much in need of. gi ain 


- 2 2"; 9 
( 5 Th: 


Come then, my Camilla, and bleſs me 
with your preſence ; chear my yet droop- 
ing ſpirits with a revival of that friendly 
regard, which uſed to -conſtitute ſome 
pleaſing happy moments; moments that, 
even in the midſt of diſtreſs, were pleaſing 
ones: muſt they not be ſuch, where 
ſympathy and compaſſion took place ? 
6 | and 


22 c AMI L LA. 
and could it 4 otherwiſe in fo tender a 
boſom as yours ? 


Need I repeat my wiſhes? I think 
not, unleſs, indeed, you are determined 
to give 1 6 for ever! i e | 


w 


If that ſhould be che caſe, can only 
add, that I ſhall never ceaſe - to be your 


eſtceming, * forſaken 
pe, Conpezra, 


L EI. 


\ 
CAMILLA. 23 
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LETTER IX. 
** 
Came to Conpaina 
* bf 
Bromly Lod ge. 


HAT A concluſion hath Cordeha 

made to her laſt epiſtle what a 

beginning too * Can Camilla ever no- 
tice me.” Wha pgpeſion!. 1 


Ves, beloved friend of my Wi 1 
can and tine nf 312 in 2% dal 

Do a got. * oy . tis war 1 
I hear it, you are returned to England, 


to n and to happineſs ? 


24 CAMILLA. 


' 4 * 
„ 


On what foundation think you was my 
regard, if upon ſuch pleaſing news I 
could — * 2 
No, my Cordelia, you are as dear to 
my affection as ever, if not more fo from 
— good * you have enforced. 


With open arms will you, my dear 
friend, be received by your Camilla, and 
gladly will I contribute, ifin my power, 
to cheriſh and ſtrengthen your good in. 
tentions |! 


* - * 
*. w k 
. . 4 


Since we are but finite beings; and 
eyen the beſt of us ought to implore the 
forgivenefs of him that is infinite, tis 
our duty to extend it towards one an. 
other. Tos £0 OF DOL il 0 


7 Alas! 


Alas, my friend! you had no need of 
my forgiveneſs, you never offended me, 
ſave but in acting coutrary to that vir- 
tue which is the ſolid ornament of our 
ſex; and when you deviated from that 
path, it was my duty to ſhew you there 
needed ſome diſtinction. 


But as it is written,“ there is more joy 
over one ſinner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine juſt perſons that need it 
not;“ ſo will there be joy in the heart of 
your Camilla, when ſne again embraces 
her returning friend, returned not only 
to her native land, but to virtue and 
friendſhip. 


From our long ſilence it was that you 
became unacquainted with my preſent 
ſituation. 


W. --£ My 
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My health is but very indifferent, whe. 
ther from too much fatigue, or that the 
ſituation is damp, or both, am not cer- 
tain. It is however an unlucky circum- 
- Nance for me, as this way of life requires 
ſtrength of body as well as mind ; how- 
ever, I muſt endeavour patiently to bear 
my lot. . 


My friend ſhall not have occaſion to 
repeat her kind wiſh to ſee me; for, de- 
pend on it, the firſt ſpare moment ſhall 
waft me on the wings of friendly love 
do your conſtant heart; in the mean time 
ſuppoſe me impatiently longing for the 
happy hour of meeting, which will give 
the ſincereſt joy to your | 
85 CAMILLA, 
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LITT 
CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 
Bromly Lodge. 
NYERINA will be ſurprized at being 
informed I met Sir Charles Eaſy 


a few days ſince, when going to my bro- 
ther' 8. 


He accoſted me with his uſual good- 
nature; and ſaid, my brother was going 
to leave the Hall, to marry and ſettle 
at W——, 


Lou may believe I was all amaze- 
ment! and, though it was news to me, 
he would hardly credit it. 


C 2 - He 
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_ n A. 
Ile told me alſo, he had Juſt left him 


buſy in packing up, and 2 Prepa- 
rations for the event. 


: 1 
This circumſtance made me doubt 
whether to proceed or not : however, [ 


took courage, and found Sir Charles's in- 
formation but too true; yet, why ſhould 
I ſay too true, if he is going to make 
himſelf happy? 


I could not help diſcovering my ſur- 
priſe at ſeeing the houſe in ſuch confu- 
fion, as did my brother on my entrance; 
but, as it ſo happened, he thought it 
proper to explain a little, therefore in- 
formed me of his purpoſe. 


I mentioned to him, having met Sir 
Charles, and what he ſaid; but would 
| not 
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not believe a title, ſuppoſing him only 
in joke, as I had not had the leaſt hint, 
* his quitting the hall. 


He ſeemed ſomewhat diſconcerted, 
and made but a poor excuſe for not ac- 
quainting me with his intentions; but 
indeed, I was too much piqued to attend 
to what he ſaid. Beſides, I was ſhocked 
at the idea of the old Hall being like- 
ly to be forſaken; that manſion wherein 
our infant years were ſpent, and which had 
been the family refidence time imme- 
morial, | 


My viſit of courſe was not tedious, my 
brother being fully occupied. You may 
imagine my reflections were not very 
_ agreeable ; for ſome time, my mind was 
much diſtreſſed ; however the conflict is 
over. 


C | 3 I ſhall 
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I ſhall quit this unpleaſant theme, to 


remind you I have not heard from you 
ſince my former letter ; but as we do 
not ſtand upon punctilios, could not re- 
ſiſt giving you the above information. 
I hope the favour of a line ſhortly, and 
the ſooner the more welcome to your 


* 


CAMILLA, 


LETTER IMC 
SERINA FRIENDLY to CAMILLA, 


Friendly Place, 


HAVE lite two obliging letters 
of Camilla's before me to anſwer. 
In the firſt, you aſæ me what we are 
about at this place? Buſy enough always, 
my dear; but aſk the ſwains. I cannot 


help thinking they are * ; in ſhort, I 
know 
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know not what to ſay about them. I can 
aſſure you they are not paying that ſort 

of attention to us you ſo kiadly wiſh 
they would; but, as the ſong ſays, 'tis 


* time enough yet,” though believe me, 


I do not intend to verify the old proverb, 
as I poſitively deſign to embrace the firſt 


agreeable opportunity that offers. As 


to our partners, have not ſeen either of 
them for ſome time. 


It will give us all real concern, if 
your health ſhould prevent your conti- 
- nuance at the Lodge, as we think you 
charmingly ſituated ; but the latter muſt 
of courſe give way to the former, as 
nothing can be duly attended to wich ⸗ 
out it. 


Pray, my dear, let me aſk in my turn, 
Whether there is not ſome favoured 
C 4 ſwain 
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ſwain lurking about the Lodge? We had 


ſome hints of that ſort, but as we do not 


credit every thing that is told us, and no 
one can ſo certainly acquaint us with par- 


ticulars as yourſelf, pray explain; we 
ſhould all be very happy to hear of your 


having a good offer, knowing you well 
qualified to do honour to that ſtation, 


As to your ſecond letter, my dear, F 


was not ſo much ſurprized at your infor. 
mation concerning your brother, except 
that part of it which mentions your be- 
ing unacquainted with the matter: he 


hinted his intention to my father and 
mother; and we did not conceive his 


ſiſter could be ignorant of it, Certainly, 
there is no accounting for ſome people's 
peculiarities. I cannot but own your ſur- 
priſe and ſhock was natural; indeed | 

| cannot 


5 
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cannot help reflecting on the cheerful 
meetings we have enjoyed at the Hall, 
and ſhould have been more pleaſed if 
your brother had brought his helpmate 
to it; then we might have ſtill continued 
our viſits, made more agreeable by ſuch 
an addition. But upon recollection, my 
dear Camilla, theſe are ſelfiſh ideas, 
and ſhould be baniſhed, as I hope 
you do every painful thought, either 
on this or any other occaſion, On 
the other hand, Tam pleaſed to hear your 
brother hath taken ſuch a ſtep, which, 
from the account we have of the lady, is 
likely to be a happy one.. 


Syſfana deſires her love; bids me tell 
you ſhe is all impatience till ſhe hears- 
more of this ſame ſaid ſwain of yours, 
for ſhe will have it you have one in a 
corner, 


MS Pray, | 


Be - CAMILLA. 


Pray, my dear, let us hear from you 
foon, for it is a ſad thing to diſappoint 
people in a ionging condition; the con- 
ſequence is ſometimes fatal you know, 
But however, raillery apart, we ſhall 
joy to hear from you; and believe me to 
be, without flattery, your much eſteeming 

SERINA FRIENDLY. 


LETTER IXI. 


CAuILLA to CoRDELIA. 


| Bromly Lodge, 

A FTER ſo long and tedious an ab- 
ſence, it is impoſſible to deſcribe 

the ſatisfaction I enjoyed when that mo- 
ment arrived which revived our friend- 
[Gp | 


Your 


e i a 
Your ſituation is a moſt pleaſing re- 
treat, in which I hope you will find every 
happineſs and comfort that religion can 
give. | _ 


The rules you have laid down for your 
future conduct charm me. What plea- 
ſure can this world afford us, if peace 
dwells not within the breaſt * You have 
experienced the want of it; may you 
now partake of its enjoyments! Let no 
lurking fears interpoſe, or create a doubt 
that you are not purſuing the road which 
leads to tranquillity. We can do no more 
than turn from the error of our ways; 
we can do no more than ſincerely repent: 
you have done both; reſt then aſſured 
in the merits of your Saviour, who c.me 
to ſeek and to ſave thoſe that were loſt ; 
in that certainty be comforted, be happy. 


5 
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I here ſend you the definition of 
prayer; which you deſired me. 


Prayer is the preſent —— of the 
foul. It is the ſoft and fervent breath- 
ings of the mind and heart to that Su- 
preme Power whom we addreſs in pious, 
words, fitted to the deſigns of ſupplica- 
tion, of praiſe, of adoration, and thankſ. 
giving. It is what we expreſs ourſelves. 

to God by. It is the higheft acknow- 
tedgement we can make to him of his ſu. 
premacy, and the dependance we have 

upon his goodneſs towards us. It is the 
only means we have of lifting up our 
hearts to the throne of his grace, and: 
of being heard by him. 
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has I have fulfilled your requeſt. 
May you always find comfort in your 
fervent 


- 
— — 
— D 
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fervent pray ers! that ſerenity and peace 
of mind which attend the prayers of a 
righteous ſoul, when addreſſing the God 
of all comforts! 


4 


 T ſhall be glad to ſee you, and to 
hear from you, whenever it ſuits you; 

both of which in their turns will af- 

ford _ pleaſure to. your ever affec- 
tionate N 


5 | Cantilin. 


LETTER LXIV. 


Miſs DANVILE to CAMILLAs.. 


Orange Wood. 

Return you many thanks for your 
obliging letter, together with your 
deſire of hearing from us. But, alas ! 


mp 
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my dear, ſorry am I to dampen your 
friendly intention of paying us a viſit, 
My poor Maria is exceedingly ill, and 
has been for ſome time : I fear a haſty 
decline will deprive me quickly of her. 
The diſagreeable reflections I experience, 
your friendly feeling heart can better 
conceive than I deſcribe. If the ſcene 
will not too deeply affect your weak ſpi- 
rits, ſhould be glad to fee yon, were 
it but for a few moments. Friendſhip 
like yours may adminiſter ſome conſola- 
tion at leaſt, and will excuſe every cere- 
mony that my preſent ſituation pro- 
hibits. 


Adieu, my ſweet Camilla, excuſe my 
ſaying more, ſince 1 can add nothing but 
what the ſcene before me repreſents, 
which is roo melancholy for repetition. 
; 0 e J re- 
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I remain your ſincere friend, in afflic- 
tion, | 
S. DANVILLE« 


LETTER 13 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 


Bromly Lodge. 


g S J am ever ready to do what is in 
A my power to oblige my fair cou- 
ſins, ſhall haſten to anſwer that part of 
your letter, where you interrogate me 
concerning a favoured ſwain. How came 
ſuch a queſtion in your little heads? 
What motive have you even to ſuppoſe 
it? For my life J cannot tell, hardly 
having any grounds of my own to certify 
ſuch a thing. I wiſh I had; natural 
J e enough 
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enough that you know. All I can at pre- 
fent ſay of the matter is, that a gentle- 
man frequently comes here to ſee a little 
pupil of mine who boards with me, and 
is his brother's child. The frequency of 
his viſits to ſee his niece may have given 
riſe to thoſe hints you mention. At the 
ſame time it convinces me how circum- 
ſpect a woman's behaviour ought to be, 


' fince you could hear at ſuch a diſtance 
a report of this kind upon ſo flight a 


foundation for them. 

I hope, now the longing lady is an- 
ſwered, there will be no danger of her 
miſcarrying this bout, or rather miſun- 
derſtanding. This is all I have yet to 
ſay of the corner gentleman. But in the 
corner, or not in the corner, it ſeems 
your penetrating. genius finds out more 

khan. 
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than I can, ſo I ſhall for the future come 
to you for information. Perhaps you 
will tell me more news about the matter, 
though I ſhall. be beſt able to give _ 
the trueſt account. 


My brother has been with me ſince I 
wrote laſt to you, and by this time is, 1 
ſuppoſe, on his journey to his future 
reſidence. Am to have a letter from 
him as ſoon as his marriage takes place, 
which I hope will prove a happy one. 


The batchelors methinks go off apace. 
Lou muſt no more call them timid ſouls ; 
are they not heroes ? Poor Miſs Danville 
is in great trouble on account of her ſiſter, 
who I fear will ſoon be no more. I 
ſhall be as much with them as I can, for 
it would be unkind to forſake them when 
viſited with affliction; and is not the bed 

of 
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of ſickneſs a very great one? I know my 
Serina's tender heart feels as I do for the 
diſtreſs of friends; nay even for every 
individual under the correcting rod of 
adverſity. Thank God, my health is 
better for this week or two paſt, which 
gives me reviving ſpirits, and the flat- 
tering hope that I may be able to con- 
tinue at the Lodge. My love to Syffana; 
tell her, as I tell you, that I am your 

moſt ſincerely affeftionate 
CAMILLA, 


. 
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LETTER LXVL 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY» 


Bromly Lodge. 
ELL, Serina, I have received the 


the marriage : have anſwered it, and ſent 


a preſeat to my new ſiſter, and received 


from her a polite epiſtle of thanks, with 
an invitation to ſpend the enſuing holi- 
days with them. What a deal of news is 
here in a n compals ! 


£1] went laſt week to ſee Lord and Lady 
Careful, but my viſits are not frequent, 
for his Lordſhip is no great favourite of 
mine, 'tis merely for my couſin's ſake, 


whom 1 once tenderly loved, I'm in- 
_ duced 


letter which was to inform me of 
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duced to go now and then; never in my 
life did I receive ſuch. a ſtrange recep- 
tion, therefore ſhall deſcribe it. 


On entering, I was ſaluted by a wel- 
come more forbidding than inviting, in 
manner thus: up roſe her formal * 
ſhip, with the ſtiff movement of a puppet; 
ſhe received me with a light falute, and 
handed me. towards a ſeat, With a how 
do you do, couſin?—Something fatigued, 
faid J. Did you walk here ?—Not all the 
way.— Well, you'll ſtay and dine? 
Amazed at the queſtion, I replied, To be 
ſure, my dear, I, came to ſpend the day 
with you. 


Juſt hen appeared my Lord at the 
edge of the door, fearing to ſee ſome 
intruding gueſt : he looked affrighted, 


receded a few ſteps, then advancing, 
ow ſtared 
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ſtared full -at me. How do you d o, 
my Lord, cried 1; what, don't you know 
ne 5 


| 2 . 

With a forced ſmile, Ah, Camilla, is 
it you? what brought you here? - Good- 
will, my Lord. Looking fooliſh, he ven- 
tured in, and begged me to be ſeated. 
I had half a mind not to ſtay another mi- 
nute, but a want of ſome refreſhment 
got the better of my reſentment, thongh 
not without a glow of indignation at 
thoſe mean ſouls 1 acknowledged as my 
relations, really thinking myſelf their 
ſuperior; for what is the title of my 
Lord or my Lady, if their behaviour and 
character is not equal to the appella- 
tion? | 


| Methought this ſhould be the laſt 
time I would trouble them, ſo Ell e' en 
fulfil 
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fulfil my deſign of ſpending the day with 
them; but will take care no future one 
ſhall renew my trouble, or their ill- man- 
ners. The viſits I had made before 
were generally as friendly ones as ſuch 
oddities could make them ; nay the very 
laſt befote this, my Lord himſelf fetched 
me in his carriage; could one then expect 
ſuch a cold reception to ſucceed? 


When dinner was announced, my 
Lord was not to be found; we ſat down 
to a very ſlight repaſt without him; to- 
wards the concluſion of which, he ap- 
peared, eat a little morſel, apologized 
for his abſence, and when the cloth was 
taken away, he figetted about, and diſap- 
peared again. Did you ever hear of 
ſuch another whimfical ſort of dining, 
or receiving viſitors? for my part, I ſhall 


never forget it. Not ſo at Sir Charles's, 
| whom 
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whom 1 dined with lately: there was 
plentiful elegance, chearful countenances, 
and a hearty and polite welcome; indeed, 
every thing proclaimed a friendly recep- 


One would hardly think it poſſible for 
the human ſpecies ſo to differ. Such an 


alteration in my Florinda too, that 1 


could not have expected. She had, in- 
deed, always a peculiar formality about 
her; but yet a generoſity of ſoul that, 
till now, 1 thought ſuperior to any ſel- 
fiſh meanneſs; but alas! ſhe is no more 
my couſin in affection or ſentiment ; ſo 
let them live for each other, ſince 
they are incapable of any other felicity. 
Such beings will ne'er excite my envy. 


l intend ſpending a day with you very 
| ſhortly, expecting to meet the uſual 
I friendly 


48 c AMI I L A. 


friendly notice, which always affords ſa- 
tisfaction, joy, and comfort, to the grate- 
ful heart of your favoured 

9 8 CAMILLA, 


LETTER LXVIL 


CAMILLA to Miſs DANVILLE. 


Bromly Lodge, 
FHAT conſolation ſhall I offer to 
my dear Sophia, on her recent 
loſs? Her own good underſtanding will, 
| doubtleſs, lead her to think it her higheſt 
duty, ſubmiſſiyely to acquieſce with 
the will of heaven. Too much indul- 
gence of grief for the beloved ſiſter of 
her tendereſt affection is not acquieſ- 


cing, but repining; you will, there- 
3 fore, 
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fore, ſurely pay all due attention to the 
one, by ceaſing to entertain the other. 


Grieve not, my friend, O let not care, 
Your noble mind oppreſs; 
For that will only bring deſpair! 
Not make the burthen leſs. 


'Tis not, indeed, an eaſy matter to 
regulate the tender feelings of the heart, 
they are truly rational, yet it ſhould be 
our ſtudy to render them more fo, by due 
regulation, ie 


It only remains for me to guard you 
againſt too freely indulging thoſe ſoft 
regards, of which your nen has 
ſo large a ſhare. 


Let me remind my friend, that her 


dear Maria, good ſoul as ſhe was, is 
Vous SH 25129 D gone 
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gone from a troubleſome world, in which 
the beſt of its inhabitants have their por. 
tion of ſorrow; from that world, in 
which had ſhe lingered longer, the af- 
fliction of both muſt 9 increaſed. 


Reſled, then, ay on ah bright ide of 
the picture, and you will ſay, welcome 
the friendly hand that ſnatched her from 
her ſufferingsz that hath given her to 
her native ſkies, to everlaſting ' happi- 
neſs, never ending bliſs, to the contem- 

plation of her God, where a whole 
eternity may be nobly employed in ador- 
ing the wonderful works of the creator. 


Of theſe things we have a very ſuper- 
ficial knowledge; but, hereafter, ſhall 
clearly diſtinguiſh their nature and form, 

cauſes and effects, and every other 
metaphyſical idea which our ſhallow 

* ideas, 


ideas; inſtead of accounting for, can ferm 


no conception of. 


If as sd hnente of this lower world, 


reflections on the creator, and his works, 
ſtrike us with wonder and aſtoniſhment, 


nd even command adoration and praiſe; 
how great then muſt be our ſurprize 


and adoration on beholding all things 
abſtracted from groſs reflection, refined 
by infinite power, and every pure dif- 
tinction! We ſhall then be qualified to 
ſay, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither could it enter into the heart of 
man to conceive the glory then revealed. 


None but the ſelfiſh by nature could 
wiſh to retain a painful being from ſuch 
dear delights, Therefore repine not, 
but be aſſured your loſs is s her gain. 


D 2 1 have 
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I have dwelt longer on this point, in 
order to ſhew you what little reaſon we 
have to grieve for our departed friends, 
when there is ſuch a 2 of eternal 
happineſs within our reach. 


Such conſiderations as theſe prepare 
us for our diſſolution; for *tis only a 
religious life can fit us for an union with 
juſt ſpirits, and commend us to the 
mercy of the Almighty. 


You will have the kindneſs, my dear 
friend, to excuſe the liberty I have taken 
in indulging theſe grave reflections; 
but others, at preſent, would have 
been impertinent. 


When the mind hath had its proper 
indulgeage of grief as far as reaſon 
ſhould 
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ſhould allow, we become inſenſibly calm, 
compoſed, reſigned, and patient. 


That you will do ſo, I make no doubt, 
from the goodneſs of your heart and 
actions; and be aſſured *tis the ſincere 
hope of your conſoling 
CAMILLA. 


LETTER LXVII. 
CanzIL A- to SERINA | FRIENDLY: 5 


Bromly Lodge,. 


Y deap Serina, Tam haſtening to- 
1 embrace my brother and fiſter's- 
invitation, Sir Henry Worthy is going, 
in a few days, to viſit Alinda, and has 
kindly offered me a ſeat in his carriage, 
which Fre accepted, on a preſumption 
my journey will be more commode and 
agreeable than were I to travel at my own: 
expence. I apprehend Sir Henry is go- 
ing to adjuſt Alinda's ſettlement, and 
chat he will ſhortly be our couſin. 


In caſe I ſhould not have an opportu- 


nity to pay you a viſit before my depar- 
ture, 
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ture, flatter myſelf ſhall meet with your 
pardon, as you may be aſſured the omiſ- 
ſion will not proceed from want of incli- 
nation; but was unwilling to ſet off with- 
out previouſly informing you of. my in- 
tention, leſt you ſhould not only think 
me remiſs, but forgetful of that regard 
and affecdtion you are entitled to: be 
certain, however, Serina, if it is any 
way in my power, will. not fail ſeeing 
you before. 


Am in great hopes this excurſion will 
improve my health, and afford me a freſh 
ſupply of that all-cheering requiſite, 
which makes the burthen of life more 
tolerable. 


Shall Liell my Serina a ſecret? Yes, 
I. will, well knowing. ſhe partakes of 
| =: every 
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erery happineſs that awaits her Ca- 
milla. 


Well then: the ſwain you mentioned 
ſome time ago, the corner gentleman, 
has really commenced a ſuit in form, 
and wiſhes me to haſten my return, 
What ſay you to that, Serina? Is there 
not ſome appearance, ſome hope, my re- 
torn will pleaſe ſomebody ? and, indeed, 
am inclined to believe he is ſincere. 
J have never found him act inconſiſtent 
with the character of a real gentleman ; L 
and though but lately I became acquaint- 
ed with his real ſentiments, muſt contels 
he ſeems worthy attention. 


I aſſure you, my dear, I have given 
you the firſt intimation of his inclina- 
nors that J could with any certainty : 

5 | other · 
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otherwiſe, you might ſay, I had kept 
him in a corner indeed! 


Should thisattachment ſucceed; which, 
to ſpeak from my heart, I cannot but 
wiſh, ſhall then hope I've ſeen the worſt 
of my days; and that peace and tran- 
quillity will crown the reſt. 


If not able to ſee you before my jour- 
ney, will write as ſoon after my arri- 
val as I may have any account worth 
relating; in the mean time, all good 
wiſhes” attend you and Syffana, from 
your: * „ 

CAMILLA, 


D; - LET- 


LETTER IXIX.. 


- CAMILLA to SY FFANA FRIENDLY; 


W—. 


EST my Sy ffana ſhould imagine I 

had forgot her, this epiſtle ſhall 
ſolely be dedicated to her. I arriyed at 
this place after a pleaſant journey, hav- 
ing travelled at eaſe, and in agreeable 
company; and though only Sir Henry, 
and myſelf, we were charmingly gay and. 
lively all the way. "> 


Sir Henry elated with the fond hopes: 
of meeting the miſtreſs of his affection; 
and your Camilla, with the pleaſing re- 


flection of ſeeing a mother, brother, and- 
ers I 
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3 all which was realized when the 
parties met; ſuffice it to imagine Sir 
Henry's reception was ſuch as he wiſhed; 
while I add, mine was equally ſo. 


Ladmire my new ſiſter exceedingly, 
and ſeem 10 feel for her the ſame: affec- 
tion as if ſhe were of kindred blood. 
It gives me great ſatisfaction to find my 
brother has met ſo agreeable a compa- 
nion, one in whom not only perſonal, but 
mental charms appear to be united. She 
conducts herſelf with fo. much propriety 
towards me; that I almoſt wiſh. to mak e a 
longer ſtay, but buſineſs will not permit it; 
beſides, I have left a friend behind, who 
kindly wiſhes my return, therefore, ſhall 
depart with leſs reluctance. 


Sir Henry intends this vifit to terminate 
his marriage, which is to take place on 
"00 6 1 
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the day of their ſetting off for the me- 
8 and from thence to his feat at 
, where they young Wt the 
ſummer. 


I have not known fo delightful a com- 

bination of health, pleaſure, and friends, 
for a long ſeafon : pray good heaven no- 
thing may intervene to fruſtrate the hap- 
P proſpect eb me. 


Adied, my dear: wy ſtay will not 
be long, ſhall not write any more from 
this place: remember me to Serina, and 
beliere me to be truly your ſincere 

CAMIIILA. 


L E T. 
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LETTER LXX. 


SYFFANA FRIENDLY to CAMILLA. 


Friendly Place. 


SHOULD certainly, Camilla, 
| have been vaſtly angry with you, if 
you had not addreffed your laſt to me, 
for I think Serina hath of late engroſſed 
all your correſpondence. I rejoice to 
hear you had fo pleaſant a journey; but 
could it be otherwiſe, in the com- 
pany of the agreeable and * Sir 
Henry? rH 


So you think this will determine 
the weighty affair, called Matrimony, 
between Sir Henry and Alinda? who 
would have thought he would have let 

ſo 
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ſo many enter the liſt before him? but 
flow and ſure is always the beſt you 
know. And who would have thought 
that you Camilla will poſſibly be the 


next that determines this point? upon my 


. 1 cannot allow 1 = 


We are all happy to hear your bro- 
es) is ſo agrecably. ſituated, that you 
find ſo ſiſterly a regard. I ſhall long 
for your return, - and hope ſhortly to be 


at your wedding, my dear; than which 


nothing will give me more pleaſure, ex- 
cept that of commencing bride myſelf; 
there would, indeed, be ſoine difference 
of joy in that. In ſhort, I think we 
have had nothing but weddings of late; 
if they continue going on ſo: faſt, we 
ſhall alb be matched at laſt. Well, what 
a deal. of bufineſs will be on my hands 
in Paying viſits! There will be Sir 
Henry's 
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Henry's, and there will be your's, and 
there will be Stay, ſtay, I muſt not run 
on too faſt- neither. As for: your bro- 
ther, he marched off, like a ly fox as 
he is, ſtole a wife and a wedding, as 
quiet as a mouſe, and did not ſo much 
as give us. leave to wiſh. him joy. Imuſt 
deſire, my dear, you won't do theſe fly 
© rhings ; but III truſt your communica» 
tive diſpoſition, as'I believe your are 
ſenfible how much we ſhare in your hap- 
pineſs. Serina joins in every kind re- 
gard, with your ſincere N "> 
.  STPFANA FRIENDLY. 
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LETTER EXXE. 
CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 


HAVE. juſt 3 moment's 8 to 

inform my loved Serina of my ſafe 
return from W——, where I left my 
mother, brother, and fiſter, all happy 
and well. My health, thank God, is 
greaily mended, and am much pleaſed at 
my brother's being ſo agreeably ſettled. 
Sir Henry and his fair bride return to 
town in about ſix weeks, when I pro- 
poſe making them a viſit : pray, my 
dear, let it not be long before I ſhall 
have ſuch another to make to you ; for, 
fince Hymen hath been ſo buſy amongft 
TA 5 us, 
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us, and coupled ſo many of the party 
that uſed to meet at the forſaken 
Hall, ſhall be impatient till the whole 
group are matched. Syffana hath chear- 
fully reſigned to ſeniority, and wiſhes 
me to follow the lead; but how that 
may turn out, cannot yet ſay, for as I am 
ſo lately come home, muſt have time to 
ſettle many preliminaries relative to my 
affairs before any alteration can take 
place, ſo do not wait fer me, but make 
all poffible haſte. I give you free leave 
to ſtep before me if you can; in the mean 
time believe me, with ſincereſt wiſhes for 
every happineſs in that and all ſtates of 
life, your truly affectionate | 

45 | CaAuILLA. 
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LETTER, ve 


CAMILLA to Con DELIA, 
9 1 Bromly Lodge, 

" Rejoice, my dear Cordelia, to find 

that you are arrived to that ſum- 
mit of perfection, which alone can con- 
ſtitute true felicity. Perſevere then, 
my ſweet and amiable friend; in that 
glorious taſk you have begun; a taſk fo 
worthy that noble mind and good heart 1 
ever thought you poſſeſſed. Be firm and 
reſolute in your reſol ves, and the Al- 
mighty will not fail to aſſiſt you with his 
divine inffuence. Your triumph over 
your former weakneſs is far more expreſ- 
five. of a ſincere repentance, than thoſe 


who neglect: their duty: to a time of life 
when 
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when pleaſure ceaſes, when every faculty 
is dead to joy. But you, who had ſtill 
temptations left, reſolve to reſiſt them, 
and to forego tranſitory enjoyment for an 
everlaſting one. How great, how noble 
is the reſolution! I reyere your ſenti- 
ments; may heaven grant you its protec- 
tion! which I make no doubt it will, and 
crown your days with happinets. 
My affe&ion for you was formerly 
great; but now more tlian ever, honour- 
ing you for your good intentions; and be 
aſſured, it has been my frequent prayer 
and wiſh to Have you enforce chem. 
1 long to ſee you, till when I ſhall be 


your impatient- 
CAMILLA. 
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LETTER LXXI. 


_ Camiiia to Serina FRIENDLY, 


Bromly Lodge, 


VO will wonder, my dear Serina, 
at my long filence, but I have a 
tale to tell will ſhock your tender ear; 
prepare yourſelf then to hear that which 
the relating gives inexpreſſible anguiſh, 
nay, rends the very ſtrings of my heart. 


Though your own feelings, I truſt, 
will be grieved at the recital, am per- 
ſuaded your friendſhip will excuſe the 


trouble I give you, ſince, by communi 
. cating our griefs, the unburthened mind 


finds ſome relief. 


— 


I know 
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I know too you will pity my diſtreſs of 
mind, * if # poſlible, 2 the 1 
| of 1 Ic. | F 


Alas! my deareſt Serina, I have laſſ 
every pleaſing view, every happy proſpect 
my fond heart had promiſed me, by the 
death of that moſt amiable man hom I 
hoped to have been united to; and, to be 
ingenuous, I never was fo GPL aſſect 
ed on any . % 25487 Bas -ev 

How cruel is my! fate! deprived of all 
my hopes of happineſs, bereft of the man 
of my choice, one made moſt dear by a 
reciprocal kindneſs, and the fondeſt affec- 
* chat could unite a pair of N . 


A e fever: took him off in a 
few days, and deprived me of every com- 
fort that ſuch an attachment formed. Un- 

prepared 
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prepared for ſuch a ſudden ſhock, it al- 
moſt bereft me of my reaſon, which a. 
midſt every other diſappointment never 
forſook me. At ſuch an unexpected 
blow I had like to have fallen into de- 
ſpair; but Heaven, who ne'er forſakes 
its votaries, reſtored my ſenſes with the 


reflection that it was the hand of the Cre- 


ator, of that Supreme Power who is over 
all his works, that all gracious hand that 
gives and takes away; as Dr. Cotton 
juſtly obſerves, 5 
| « Perhaps, what, goodneſs gives to-day, 

6 To- morrow goodneſs takes away.” 


I will not then repine, unreaſonably 
repirte ; but not to feel the loſs would be 
inſenſible; yet not to ſubmit would be 
impious. Teach me then, my gracious 
rr 


Sinee 


F ICY 
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Since ev ry wiſh and hope is vain, 
And diſappoiatment/adds to- pain; 
Come, Reſignation, heav'nly. gueſt, 
And ſooth my troubled ſoul to reſt! 
With dove-like eye and brow ſerene, 
Imparadiſe this thorny ſcene ! | 
I bid adieu to paſſion's ſtrife, 
Superior to the-woes of life. 


With fate determin'd to comply,  _ z 


Tt bear to live, or-dare to die. 


With theſe reflections all ſelfiſh views 
ſhall die away; and thus, my:dear Serina, 
I'll endeavour to reaſon myſelf into a pro- 


per compliance to whatever Providence 


wills, from a perſuaſion I not only ought 
to ſubmit, but to be content therewith. | 


Newerwhalels | EE relation are 
frail and weak, we ſtand in need of the. . 


aſſiſting hand of friendſhip, to help and 


irengthen every good endeavour under 
the 


PE 


a 
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the affliting rod. Hence is that ſacred 
tie made ſo dear, ſo comfortable, ſo 
ſoothing, ſo neceſſary. Come then, my 
amiable Serina, and by your tender, 
compaſſionate, and feeling heart, ſupport 
and aid the willing, though wandering 
Reps, to peace, of your much diſap. 


pointed and allied 
 CAMILLA, 


I. E T TER LXIIV. 


Bramiy Lodge. 


AN 1 A to my kind, my 

ever obliging Serina, for her laſt 
vid. It is ſome time ſince, i it is true; but 
my avocation prevented my acknowledg- 


ing it ſooner. How did I wiſh another 
| week 
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wee k could have been added to that you 
ſo kindly paſſed with me! but I know 
you gave me as much of your time, nay 
more than could be conveniently ſpared, 
and am greatly indebted to you for it. 
Indeed ſuch a friend as you is a treaſure; 

you who ſo cheeringly led me on to ſup- 
port the conflict of ſuch an irreparable 
- boſs, which time cannot recall. 


You ſend me word you are going to 
Twickenham, your favourite place, from 
whence I ſuppoſe you will hardly return 
till the end of ſummer. May every plea- 
ſure attend you! Thanks to Heaven, who 
bas ſupported the reſolutions you re- 
commended! Am becoming my ſe f 
again. 


[ have long neglected writing to many 
friends, who I've the vanity to flatier 
Vole Wh © - £ myſelf 


74 G AMI L LA. 


myſelf will wonder at my ſilence; but as 
nothing recollects the mind more than the 
quill, I have as yet forbore taking it up, 
leſt I ſhould undo a work as yet but 
carcely finiſhed. It being my buſy ſea- 
ſon, hope you will excuſe this ſhort 
epiſtle. Whenever you bave leiſure, 
nothing will give me more pleaſure than 
a line from you. Remember me to Syt- 
fana, &c. Should I not ſee you before 
your flight, wiſh you a good journey. 
Adieu. I am, moſt ſincerely, your 
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LETTER LEEY. 


Miſs DanviLLE to CAMILLA. | 


Orange Wood. 


Is a long time, my dear Camilla, 
1 ſince I have either heard from or 
ſeen you, the reaſon of which is beſt 
known to yourſelf; but it would give 
me much pleaſure to be made acquainted 
with your health, and the cauſe of your 
ſilence; for is it not an account due to 
friendſhip and our mutual affection? 
Give me then that account which the 
debt requires, and believe me anxious 
for it. | 


I know your truth and fincerity will 
not let me longer languiſh in a painful 
+ reflection, 
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reflection, that either ſickneſs, or any 
change of ſentiment on your ſide, could 
obliterate from your memory the once fa- 
voured Sophia. 


Sickneſs may indeed have ſtopped your 
pen, in which caſe ſhall feel much for 
the reaſon of it; but if from a change in 
your eſteem ſhall be more ſenſibly af- 
fected, being unconſcious of having 
given offence; though the firſt may 
de the cauſe, the latter cannot, unleſs 
originated by miſconception ; but ſurely 
your goodneſs of heart cannot entertain 
doubts on any flight occaſion ; beſides, it 
would not be of a piece with yourſelf 
not to acquaint me with the alteration in 
your mind, which would be only doing 
juſtice to the good will that hath ſo long 
ſubſiſted between us, and enable me to 


obliterate every imputation. . 
| Where 


CAMILL A. on 
Where the heart hath been uſed to feel, 
the eye to ſee, and the ear to hear the 
conſtant repetitions of the one or the 
other from the friend of one's boſom, 
one is apt to wonder at any ceſſation. 
from thoſe endearing ties of reſpect and 
love, that bind the union of kindred 
minds; one is apt to be alarmed, to be 
grieved, to be affected with the loſs, to 
ſtartle at its cauſe. Excuſe me, my dear, 0 
for dwelling ſo long on a ſubject that 
gives me uneaſineſs, but your friendſhip 
is too valuable to throw away on conjec- 
ture alone. At preſent will only add, 
that a line from you will one way or 
other ſatisfy the doubts and fears of your 
much eſteeming | 


S. DAnviLLE. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


 Camrita to Miſs Danville, 


Bromly 1a. 


Mn friend, you have pained, you 

have grieved the heart of your Ca- 
milla by Four ſuggeſtions! yet I muſt 
own you've had too much reaſon to 
doubt my conſtancy, too much reaſon for 
complaint; but when I inform you why 
J have given you, though moſt unwil- 
lingly, fuch cauſe, you will not only 
forgive but pity me. 


I have been very 11] indeed, and am 
but juſt recovered ; thank God, I have 
. ſurmounted the cauſe, though time only 


can obliterate it from v oy mind. But that 
15 may 


{ may do juſtice to your enquiry, to your 
kind ſolicitude and anxious regard, will 
explain the true cauſe, though painful 
to me, rather than not ſatisfy my friend 
that I retain the fame affection for her. 


When the heart is oppreſſed, when 
the mind is torn by adverſe fate, it is 
hard, very hard to thiak properly, to re- 
member all one's obligations, one's 
friendſhips, and other duties of life. Ab- 
| forbed in one dear loſs, we forget for a 
time all other ties, till nn reaſſumes 
her ſeat | 

I have been long wiſhing to write to 
you, alſo, to ſeveral other friends, but 
the fear of recollection held my hand, as 
could not do it without thinking on that 
allletion I wiſhed to bury. How ſhall I 


. . begin 
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begin? will you excuſe me? 1 know you 
will; I cannot repeat it here. 


There bath been a 4 my So- 
Phia, an alteration in my mind ; but, truſt 
me, none to you. I have ſuſtained a loſs 
as dear as all thoſe feelings which you 
paint of kindred minds. Can ſay no 
more, but will come to you and tell you 
all, for 1 find it toc much for deſcription. 
Will perſonally fully ſatisfy your fears 
and doubts, but cannot commit them to 
paper. Friendly converſe eaſes the mind, 
queſtions relieve the tale, ſympathy diſ- 
pels the gloom, and half words « can * 
ply the Te, | 


| Await then my coming; and in the 
mean time be aſſured 1 ſhall ever be your 


moſt fincere and conſtant 
1 00 CAuiIIILA. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


Miſs DANVILLE to CAMILLA. 


Hampton Vale. 


AM now, my dear Camilla, quite 
ſettled in this charming retreat, where 
it would complete my happineſs to have 
juch a companion as yourſelf ; it ſhort, 
I mean your very ſelf, to paſs together 
the remainder of our days in peace and 
friendſhip. You ſay, you fear you muſt 
at laſt quit your preſent ſituation, your 
health the cauſe, and that you think to 
go further in the country. If this muſt: 
be the caſe, let me perſuade you to ac- 
cept part of my houſe; thoũgh tis but 
a ſmall one, think I know my friend's 
ſentiments ſo far, as to ſuppoſe that will 
E 5 | be 
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be no objeftion to her; and however 
ſmall the habitation, flatter myſelf it will 
be large enough to contain a couple of 
friends, whoſe time ſhould be occupied 
in ſeeking peace and content. | 


Let me ſee you as ſoon as you can; 
you will then be able to judge of my 
propoſal, and how far it may be agree- 
able to you; which ſhould it be, will 
give unſpeakable pleaſure and ſatisfac- 
tion to your hoping 

8. DANVILLE, 


LE T. 
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LETTER: LXXVII. 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY» 
Bromly T.odge, 


ROM the laſt enquiry I made of my 
Serina, find ſhe cannot yet quit 
thoſe enchanting ſcenes that rivet her to 
the place. I 


Though I have not heard from you for 
many months, my dear, ſhall not take of- 
fence, reſting aſſured that I ſhall always 
have a corner in your heart. As this 
may poſſibly be the laſt I ſhall date to 
you from the Lodge, finding it quite ne- 
ceſſary for my intereſt, as well as health, 
to quit it, could not refrain acquainting 
vou 2 and probably before you 
— MF return 
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return to town I may have taken my 
flight. It gives me no ſmall uneaſineſs to 
think of it; but refleAion tells me it is 
the more prudent ſtep, than by ſtaying 
loſe my ſchool, which muſt be the conſe- 
quence, from the abſences I am obliged 


to make through 1lneſ-. 


I have been trying if the addition of 


more aſſiſtance would do, but find it will 


not; therefore think it moſt adviſeable to 


retire with credit and reputation. 


Miſs Danville has ſent me a preſſing 
invitation, ſo I ſhall not want a ha- 
bitation to go to. Her offer is both kind 
and agreeable. She is retired to a de- 
lightful villa at Hampton Vale, lives 


quite alone, and, having loſt an amiable 


filter, wants a companion and friend to 
cheer the ſolitary hour, and ſmooth the 


rugged 


rugged road of life with ay, con- 
verſe. 


As I ſhall now be much taken up, in 
all lkelihood you may not hear from me 
till I am removed, unleſs you come to 
town before. As ſoon as ſettled you 
ſhall have a line. Am in hopes that a 
change of air, with peace and quietnefs, 
will contribute to the reſtoration of my 
health, which I hope you enjoy; to hear 
the ſame will afford true pleaſure to 
your much elteeming 

CAMILLA. 


LET- 
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LETTEA - LXXIX- 


 CaMiLlLa to SERINA FRIENDLY. 


Hampton Vale. 


AM now, my dear Serina, with my 
Sophia at the Vale, happy in friend- 
dip, and the hopes of being ſo in return- 
/ ing health. 


My Rs already talks of moving ; 
for my part I am in raptures With the 
ſituation; however, any place where 
peace and friendſhip dwell will be a 
comfortable one to me. 


We ſhould be much obliged to you to 
look for a houſe where you are, for 
though the ſituation is delightful, tis a 

very inconvenient habitation. 


Have 
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Have diſpoſed of my affairs with as 

much advantage as I could poſſibly wiſh, 

and have let my houſe tolerably well. 

May I now flatter myſelf that a comfort- 

able pittance will ſecure me a laſting reſt. 

from care and trouble; or will diſtreſs 

ſtill purſue me! And though the meaſure 

of my woe may not be filled, which heaven 

only knows, yet ſweet hope ſhall carry 

me n | 


Hope, thou ſoft companion of the ſoul! 
thou ſupporter of the.calamities of hu- 
man nature! thou art the rock cf faith ; 
the only comfort left in affliction; the 
only cheriſher of life, which cannot be 
ang without thee. 


Shall add a few lines « on Hopes, on 
foppolig it fed. | 


Alas! 
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Alas ! ſweet Hope, and art thou dead ! 
Are all thy lovely proſpects fled ! 
Without thy ſmile this weight of care 
Muſt ſhortly ſink me in deſpair. | 
Deſpair ! the very name torments, 
And ev'ry ray of hope prevents. 
That muſt not be; whate'er our pain, 
Still, ſtill a noble mind ſuſtain, 
Hope be my boſom's charming gueſt, 
And lull the ſtorms of life to reſt. 


How delighiful does the calm ſerenity 
of this place, joined with the company 
of an eſteeming friend, appear to me, 
who am fond of retirement and a country 
life! Should I be ſo fortunate to con- 
tinue this agreeable life, how happy ſhall 


I think myſelf! All paſt diſagreeable 
ſcenes will, like a tale that is told, be no 


more remembered. Vet ſhall receive a 


ſtill greater addition if you ſhould be ſo 


lucky as to meet with a houſe for us, 


where 
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where I ſhall ſometimes have the pleaſure 
of meeting with you. 


Let me beg to hear from you as ſoon 
as poſſible; and if you can inform me 
you have ſucceeded, it will be moſt wel- 


come news to your 


CAMILLA» 


'LETTER IXXX. 


gallen — to — 


Twickenham. 


"OU ſhould have don from me 
ſooner, had I met with a houſe that 
would have ſuited you. Yeſterday 1 
looked at one, but fear it will not do; 
there are two parlours, fire bedchambers, 
and a kitchen; a good piece of ground 

| for 
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for drying of clothes, but at too great a 
diſtance from the houſe. The entrance 
of this abode is but very indifferent, the 
door-way being in a little narrow court, 
but the chief of the aparrments look into 
the main ſtreet, which is We and 
light enough. 


I ſhall make further enquiries in this 
neighbourhood, being not a little pleaſed 
with your ſcheme. - Here are ſome ladies 
of my particular acquaintance, who would 
be glad to ſhare your company; but if I 
ſhould not be lucky enough to meet with 
a houſe, we fhall be deprived of that hap- 
pinefs. You drank tea with one of my 
friends that day you was ſo kind as to 
come and take your leave. I have often 
reflected that I did not ſhew you that 
attention I ought to have done, after you 
| had taken fo long and tedious a jaunt to 

101 „ 
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ſce me. If this omiſſion did not occur to 
you, am happy; for, be aſſured, I never 
mean to offend, particularly thoſe who 
embrace every opportunity to oblige. 
Would all my friends were fo ſtrenuous ! 
Twickenham is a ſweet place; and I hope 
to meet with a houſe te ſuit you, 
Adieu. I muſt throw the pen aſide; but 
firſt accept of the warmeſt wiſhes "Ads your 
health and happineſs, and beliere me 
your ever affe&tionate "or 
TRE 09 — SuRINA Faspuzz, 


L E T. 
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LET TER LXXXI. 
CALA to SERINA FaIENDLY, 


Hampton Vale. 


HAT is becume of my deareſt - 
"couſin? is ſhe ſtill at Twicken- 
kid ? at Friendly Place? or at the Her- 
mitage? where ſhall 1 find my ſweet run- 
away? Like the traveller pigeon you take 
your flight, and though I cannot aſcer- 
tain your reſidence, hope this will reach 
you, will meet you well and happy, and 
- procure me the knowledge of it, together 
with your place of reſidence. 


1 have had but a dull winter of it 
lately, my poor Sophia hath a continual 


com plaint in her ſtomach, occaſioned by 
a Violent 


\ 
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a violent cold and over riding, and I am 


more alarmed for the conſequence than 1 
would have ber know. 


In ſhort, my dear, my mind is ſo 
gloomy at preſent that I cannot write 
any more. 


I vow only took up the pen to enquire 
after you. Let me hear from you ſoon, 
which will aſſuredly afford pleaſure in 
the midſt of every pain that may attend 
your 7s | 5 

CAMILLA. 


LE T. 
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SERINA FaIEN DLT to CAMILLA. 


F ed place. 


ſs I muſt appear exceedingly un- 
grateful in the eyes of my dear Ca- 
milla, who long ſince favoured me with a 
letter which remains unanſwered. In 
order to apologize for this ſeeming neg - 
lect in ſome meaſure, inuſt inform you I 
have been gadding about from place to 
place, conſequently have not had much 
time upon my hands; beſides, to be in- 
genuous, cannot ſay I am paſhonately 
fond of letter - writing, 


Having confeffed to you the whole 


truth, have the aſſurance to imagine you 
will 
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will pardon me, on the ſtrength of which 
hall change the ſubjet.  - 


Being not a little intereſted in your 
happineſs, am anxious to know, if you 
are removed, or when you do. 


Am much concerned at the account 
you give of your friend, but hope it 
will not turn out ſo bad as your fears ſug- | 
geſt. Am ſorry, extremely ſorry, 1 
could not meet with a houſe to your 
wiſhes ; and I may with great propriety 
add my own too, as then I ſhould have 
ad an opportunity of paſſing many 
agreeable hours with you. — 


My chief ambition would be to take 
up my abode in the delightful neigh- 
bourhood of Twickenhan, united to a 
man 
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man of ſenſe, with the addition o a 
friend like yourſelf 8 


But theſe are airy caſtles; yet, not- 
withſtanding my wiſh may never be ac- 
compliſhed, if the bare idea can give 
ſatisfaction, why not gratify ir? and 
though, in the end, I believe it ſerves 
only to mortify us, yet the phantom 
pleaſes ; for it ſomewhat reſembles love, 
which amuſes while it pains. I often 
think, and with grateful remembrance, of 
the civilities you ſhewed me and my ſiſ- 
ter when at the Lodge. Am thorough- 
ly perſuaded, was the happineſs of your 
friends at your diſpoſal, you would be 
ever ready to diſtribute it ; and was this 
the caſe, I ſhould ſtand a fair chance of 
being completely bleſſed. 


__— | I entirely 
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I entirely give up all thoughts of my 
winter butterfly, though he is ſtill a fa- 
vourite. Muſt own his behaviour was 
perfectly geneel ; and what I like him 
moſt for was, he never gave me reaſon 
to think of him in any other light than 
as à partner at an aſſembly, Indeed, I 
was not a little proud of him, for he 
was the moſt agreeable man amongſt 
us. 


Having ſuch a ſentimental friend as 
Camilla, to whom I communicate all my 
weakneſſes, have the vanity to ſuppoſe 
you would kindly reprove, or per- 
haps, put a favourable conſtruction on 
my unintended failings. I am not one 
who diſlikes to be told of their faults; 
but the perſon who undertakes ſuch a 
taſk muſt ſhare greatly in my eſteem; 
doubtleſs then, you are every Way qua- 
Vor, III. F lified. 
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liffed, If I do not hear from you ſoon, 

ſhall think you are diſpleaſed with her 

who is invariably your affectionate 
 SERINA FRIENDLY. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY, 


Hampton vale 


T is ſome time fince I received my 
Serina's laſt epiſtle, but hope ſhe 


02 wil not attribute my ſilence from a deſire 


to retalliate. No, my dear, believe me, 
no ſuch mean ideas inhabit the mind of 
Camilla, A moſt tender. obligation it 
was, that prevented the pleaſing ſatisfac- 


tion I always take, in . acknow- 
9 ord 
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ledging the attention you ſhew me, 
whenever your time admits. 


In my laſt ſhort pille, I mentioned 
to you the illneſs of my friend, which 
hath ever ſince occupied both my time 
and thoughts ; ſoon after I wrote to you, 
ſhe was confined to her bed with a de- 
lirious fever, and in ſhort given over 
by the phyſicians: you will imagine 
what a ſcene of diſtreſs I have under- 
gone; but have the comfort to add, all 
danger is over. I have been. nurfing 
ever fince, and for eight ſucceeding 
nights, ſet up with her, not willing to 
truſt her in any hands but my own, till 
pronounced out of danger. 


T o a feeling heart, like my Serina's, 
am ſure there needs no further apology 
F 2 | for 
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For my fence. The late melancholy fi- 
tuation of my friend banifhed all 
thoughts of moying, nor have we yet 
come to any reſolution. 


It would have made me extremely 
Happy, had I been ſo lucky as to have 
ſettled on or near that ſweet fpot you 
ſo much prize, and I thoul with the 
ame fatisfaCtion as yourſelf have enjoyed 
the company of my Serina, which, toge- 
ther with that of Sophia's, would have 
been the 'fummir of my wifhes. 


As ffoon as my friend hath gained 
ſtrength enough to go abroad, we are 
to get farther into the country for change 
of air, which, perhaps, will occafion 
another interval of writing, as I know 
not yet what rout we ſhall take ; but be 
aſſured, no place can obliterate the me- 

„ mory 
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mory of my deareſt Serina's: aſfeclion for 
her molt ſincere. | 
CaMILILA. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 


5 — 
AD not my dear Serina been pre- 
; pared, in a former epiſtle, that ſhe 
muſt not expect to hear from me ſoon, it 
would have made me uneafy to let ſo 
ſtrange a length of time elapſe. No 
doubt you will be ſurprized to find me at 
this place; but the meaning of it will be 
obvious, when you are informed I have 


undergone a ſtrange revolution in the 


affairs of friendſhip, which not a little 
F g | diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed and depreſſed my very foul. 
How unaccountable ſoever this may ap- 
pear, yet ſo it is! You that are fo well 
acquainted with every ſoft and humane 
feeling will readily judge what I felt on 
finding a change in her, to whom my 
heart was ſo much attached. 


My laſt informed you we were going 
further into the country, we did fo, we 
came back. , You were all out of town, 
diſperſed among your friends, happily: 
enjoying thoſe ſweets that ariſe from the 
ſociety of thoſe. we love. Alas! who; 
would have ſuſpected this had not been 

- Camilla's caſe! yet, ſuch is the inſtabi-. 
lity of ſome minds, that what once was 
thought a favourite ſcheme, by being 
poſſeſſed, becomes irkſome; and my 
friend convinced me, my continuance 

| with 
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with her was wholly ſo. You may 
believe I was hurt beyond expreſſion, at 
the bare appearance of ſuch a change; 
aud if poſſible, fill more ſo, when it 
came to the criſis of x arting, for that, 
my dear, was to me the unhappy conſe- 
quence. 12 | 
NM y pride would not permit me to ſtay 
where 1 did not appear, not only a wel- 

come, but a favoured party. 
Deſirous our attachment ſhould be re- 
ciprocal, and conſcious of the ſtability 
of mine, alſo of my conſtant: aſſiduity 
to pleaſe, and make myſelf acceptable 
by every tender act; judged, from my 
own feelings, ſuch conduct was. ſufficient 
ties to rivet the heart, by inſpiring love 
| F * 2 | and 
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and gratitude; but neee de- 
ceived. 


How differen t would your mode of 


acting have been! you who remem- 
ber and acknowledge civilities of ſuch 
an inferior nature, the which was fully 


repaid by your acceptance of, and by the. 


Pleaſure I enjoyed in their performance. 


Had my dear Sophia, for I cannot yet 


give up that once endearing epithet, had 
ſhe poſſeſſed ſuch a mind as yours, I 
ſhould have been happy ; bur ſince ter- 
reftriat happinefs is rhe lot of very few, 
am not ſo preſuming as to expect it. 
My brother and ſiſter being then in 
town, they invited me to aceompany 
them to W- 


had the pleaſure of finding my mother 
in good health. She preſſes me * 


te fettle with her at Moſs Abbey : 
_ 


3 an Denen — 


» which I did, where 1 
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ſhort, T believe I ſhal 2 if So- 
phia does not expreſs her deſire of my 
return. I ſhall be in town in a week 
or two, in order to ſettle my affairs, 
when I hope to ſee you, for I fhould 
not return hither with any ſort of ſa- 
tisfaction, without taking leave of the 
inhahitants of Friendly Place. To all 
whom, whereſoever diſperſed at pre- 
ſent, I beg my fincereſt affection to be 
accepted, and doubt not of your re- 
ceiving the ſame from the _—__ of your 


much eſteeming 
Canara. LAs 


„ L E T- 
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LETTE R, IIIXV. 
SERINA FRIENDLY to CaMILLA, 


Friendly Place, 


FEAR my * Camilla will think 

J have taken a large draught of the 
river Lethe, not having wrote to her 
ſince her departure. This neglect may 
appear like a want of regard ; but be- 
lieve me, my friendſhip for you is juſt 
the ſame, as is that of our whole fa- 
a 


This ſheet of paper may, 3 
appear formidable; but probably more 
ſo, on being told I ſhall fill it. I don't 
know when my mind has been ſo con- 
poſed, the reaſon of which is, we are 


I going 
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going to ſettle as 1 wiſh. Doubtleſs you 


have heard that Syffana will ſoon alter ; 


her condition, - with a man who promiſes 


fair for happineſs. I have great reaſon 


to think you will rejoice at this piece of 
news (if it is any), well knowing how 


ſincerely you have our welfare at heart - 


Your partiality for us, and the friend- 


ly reception you always gave us, con- 


vinces me you will fhare in our felicity. 


Methinks you long to know what ſort of - 


a man this brother- elect of mine is: 
therefore in order to indulge your curi- 
oſity, ſhall give: you an inſtance of his 
generoſity : he has made my mother and 
ſelf the offer of living with him, by 


which means I ſhall not loſe a fiſter, but 


hope ro gain a kind friend and brother. 


F 6 This 
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This plan of union is ſo like che ſen- 
timent of our late dear father, that I 
Mall for ever admire him for it. There 


never was a better heart than his, and 


we daily feel the effects ef bis good in- 


kb ſtructions. 


I often think of your brother, who 
rold me, his ſhade would hover over, 
and protect us from every difficulty. 
Indeed, ſince his death, we have met 
with every kind notice and attention 
our friends could beſtow, which I attri- 
bute to the reſpe his benevolent and 
affable diſpoſition commanded. 


1 When thinking on our loſs, the re- 
flection is too poignant, and I cannot 
ſuppreſs the gufhing tear, however, will 


Sudy tobe — leſtmelancholy ſhould 
creep 
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creep inſenſibly on me, and deprive me 
of the enjoyments which are inter- 


woven with cares. I have ſpent a great 


deal of my time at the Hermitage, this 
ſummer; and that moſt agreeably. Have 
partly learnt to be a horſe - woman; ſo, 
that I can now ride ſingle, and now and 
then ſet off with a gallop; but what's 
more, I have not been without my 
ſquire, yet, what does that ſignify ? 
Alas! we have neither of us fortune 
enough, and ſo my dear, there's an end 
of that, ſince we are all born to diſap- 
pointments, cannot expect to ſucceed der- 
ter than my ms and 


I'm ſo full of my own nn that 
I never. thought of inquiring how you 
have been this little age. How very 
ſelfiſn does this appear ! but pardon, my 
dear 


2 — — 9. - —_ — 
2 —— pon — — — 2232 
— — B 


— 


22 5b. nd 


= 
. 
I Laff... .<e 


— . 2 —— — — — conc — 
F ͤ ˙ X ² w; — — — W - — — 
— 5 — 8 * 


. 
= - wp BS ö I 
Ix 


— — — 4. an - 
* n 


9 — — 


— — _ + -* AZ 4 = — 
- n 8 
. 


— — 


r 


— 


a > — * A r A - 
<A Wee do * TY — _ — — <a — * * — * * * 
— 2 Eo = ie = <> pee ge - yy 8 * 7 7 
- 2 2 2 2 
. 8 == x 2 2 - 1 x 3 
. l \ Z 
= 


— 


—— 1 


a —S -- #- 


XR 2 Fine err 
n 


Z 


110 CAMILL A. 


dear Camilla, my remiſſneſs; and though 
it has the aſpect of neglect, believe me, 
I love you very fincerely : ſhall be 
heartily glad to hear from you, and 
the ſooner the better. na | 


4 


Our hands are ſo full, at preſent, that 
I have ſcarce time to dedicate a few mo- 
ment3. to friendſhip and you, yet my 
inclination gets the better of every ob- 
ſtacle; being ſenſible how unworthy I 
ſhould be, were I to neglect you any 
longer: my conceſſions, I conclude, will 
procure me your forgiveneſs, as it is the 
part of a generous mind, to forget in- 
juries. Nos eier 


I want ſadly to know how you do; 
and if the Abbey is pleaſing to you? 
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to one of your ſociable diſpoſition, ſnould 
imagine it too retired. 


Our kindeſt love to all friends, pray 


let me hear from you ſoon, for, really, 
I am very impatient. 


Adieu, my love; and e me, very 
fincerely, your truly affectionate 


SERINA FRIENDLY: ' 
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LETTER IXXXVI. 
CAMILLIA to SERINA E 


Moſs Abbey. 

F OUR preffing deſire to hear from 
me, my dear Serina, makes me baſ- 
ten to anſwer your obliging letter. Indeed, 
1 began to be ſeized with the ſpirit of 
impatience, as well as your ladyſhip, and 
was juſt on the point of writing, when 
vour's came to hand, which makes me 
happy in knowing I retain your eſteem 
and friendſhip. 


Am not certain whether I ſhall be able 
to give you as long and pleaſing a letter, 
though aſſure you, "twill not be for want 
of inclination. 


Tell 
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Tell SyFana I greatly rejoice to hear 
of the pleaſing proſpet before her. 


Tell her I long to have it over. And 
tell her alſo, that I ſincerely wiſh the 
completion of that happineſs ſhe merits. 
Indeed, my heart ſhares: in every feli- 


city that attends. the inhabitants of 


Friendly Place; otherwiſe, ſhould be 
guilty of ingratitude; and, ſinee ingra- 
titude is, in my opinion, a moſt heinous. 
ſin, hope never to be palluted there» 
with. 


And pray, my dear, now. you talk, of 


galloping, why cannot you gallop away 


with ſome clever ſwain, and ride, with 
your ſiſter, to the road of wedlock., I 
would not, indeed, have you overtake 
her, leſt you ſhould: go too faſt, as I do 
not approve of precipitation in any 
thing; much more in that affair which 

f ; eſtas 
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elfi 
: eſtabliſhes the happineſs or miſery of this 
life. 8 


What mean you by telling me of your 
ſquire, that you have finiſhed the ſeige, 
and that galloping with him is over? 1 
know not what to make of it; alittle 
patience, my dear, may bring it about; 
don't deſpair; but 1 truſt, your good 
ſenſe will not lead vo o entertain ſo 
dlre a companion. Sade Fro on 


Well, now let me change the ſubject 
to myſelf, as you are ſo Kind as to have 


an intereſt in what concerns me. . 


f Per for the Abbey, 'tis a moſt pleaſant 
ſpot, ſurrounded with delightful pro- 
ſpects, and ſituated in a neat village, of 
Which it is the chief dwelling. | 
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But I need not deſcribe a place where 
you have been with our late grandfather 
and grandmother. However, my dear, 
as J have written thus far, will Cen ler 


it go. 
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If we get through the winter toler- 
ably, the ſummer will doubtleſs bring 
along with it its natural bloom; and chear 
the gloom as natural to the preſent 
ſeaſon. At preſent, tis indeed rather 
too ſolitary. Out of the large garden, 
which, you know, leads to a fine or- 
chard, ] have ſelected a little ſpot for 
my own cultivation; in which employ 1 
find great amuſement and pleaſure; When 
ſpring and all the tender buds will make 
their appearance, how pleafing will it 
be to behold the progreſs of one s handy 
work! how delightful to ſee the ſpread- 
wg beauties of the flowering ſhrubs un- 
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pray let me have another very ſoon, that 
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folding their various hues! the ſweet 
and lively tints, which nature ſo pro- 
fuſely ſpreads — her beauteous 
works | | | 


It have of late been much better in 
paint of health, yet cannot get rid of 
that long and redious complaint, which 
hath been the greateſt diſturber of every 
good, amongſt the evils that preſented ; 
and by that means rendered the latter 
more ſeverely felt, the former leſs en- 


As I think Iam now pretty even in 
length of letter, ſhall haſten towards 2 
coneluſion, with this wiſh, that you will 


continue to entertain and enliven this ſo- 
lixary ſcene with your long epiſtles: 


I may ideally converſe with my Serina, 
| and 
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% and have the pleaſing opportunity of aſ- 
ſuring her, how much 1 am her truly 


affectionate 
| CAmiLLa. 


LETTER LTXXXVI. 
SERINA FRIENDLY to CamtLLa. 


Friendly Place. 

O be ſenſible of a fault, and not to 
mend, is quite unpardonable ; for 
which reaſon I ſeize the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity to anſwer my dear Camilla's affec- 
tionate epiſtle, which ſincerely drew 
tears from my eyes, to think how 'neg- 
jectful I had appeared, to one who de- 
ſerves kinder treatment. I was not ãn 
town when your letter arrived in Friend- 
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ly. Place, or you ſhould have heard from 
me - ſooner, notwithſtanding my time 
hath been much taken up with Syffana's 
wedding. I wiſh I were going to be in as 
great a buſtle on my own account ; but 
am apt to think poor Serina is doomed for 
the ſingle ſtate, perhaps it may be for the 
beſt; though muſt own, I am of ſuch 
a ſociable turn, that I ſhould like to have 
a mate as well as my neighbours. Why nor, 
my dear? I ſhould certainly ſuſpect that 
woman of uttering a falſhood, who ſaid 


to the contrary. 


Syffana has a comfortable proſpet of 
happineſs, and, indeed, ſo have we all, 
for her good man appears not only at- 
tached to her, but to our whole family; 

his attention to which, am ſure, would 


charm | your ſenſibility; by way of 
| | amuſe- 
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amuſement, will now give you ſome par- 
ticul. rs of the m. rriage. 


Laſt week your Syffana was married 
at Hampſtead, and om away 167 Sir 
Thomas en 8 | 


The entertainment was ſuperby and 
the n brilliant. | [ 919% © 


We dete a 50 agreeable On 120 
every heart was elated with joy, in which 
none had a larger ſhare than mine: for, 
could it be otherwiſe on ſo happy an 
event, as that of ſeeing a beloved filter | 
united to a man 6 real charadter, -: * f 


I have great farkifoRtion in-defeiibiign 
the ſcene, as I am ſure your benevolent 
heart always partakes of the happineſs 
of your friends. I wiſh moſt fincerely 

e 
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you had been of our pariy, as your com- 
pany would have heightened the ſcene of 
pleaſure. 


This day Syffana ſets in form to re- 
ceive compliments on the occaſion, hap- 
pily for me, I have eſcaped this diſagree- 
able punctilio; as we have a friend with 
. us, therefore, am much happier in de- 
voting thoſe moments to you, than in 
plying with my fan, and courteſying 
every inſtant. I hate parade, yet would 
willingly go through ſuch a ceremony for 
ſo good a huſband; however, I won't 
deſpair. This ſcroll is but a poor return 
for your elegant epiſtle, but the good- 
neſs of your heart will :make amends for 


bee 


„ An about ry month we ſhall leave 
Friendly Place, but where I. ſhall pitch 
4 1 2 
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my tent know not; having ſeveral invita- 
tions from my friends, expect to be a 
bird of paſſage for ſome time, but no 
abode will alter my real regard for you. 
My ſiſter Frances defired I would give 
her kindeſt love to you, and tell you, ſhe 
promiſes herſelf the pleaſure of writing 
to you ſoon, I muſt now bid you. adieu, 
but firſt requeſt you to accept my love; 
and to be believed in ſubſcribing myſelf 
with real eſteem, my dear Camilla's fin- 
6% RT 1” 1 
_ SERINA FRIENDLY, 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 
CAM ELA to: SERINA FRIENDLY. 


| Moſs Abby. 


'ET not your ſenſibility, my dear 
Serina, make a greater impreſſion 
on you, than the occaſion requires; true 
it is, T am always happy when an epiſtle 
comes from your fair hands; and be- 
lieve me, I receive them as the deareſt 
pledges that diſtance affords; but as! 
know you are much taken up, it would 
be unreaſonable to be offended at that 
filence, which I am ſure proceeds from 
the extention of that heart, ever ready to 
oblige your friends. You ſay you was 


not in town when my laſt arrived there, 
4 how 
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how then could 1 expect an anſwer be · 


fore you had received it; beſides, the 


happy event of Syffana's marriage was 
another tie, both on your mind and 
time, all which, my dear, I admit as apo- 
logy ſufficient. 


Sincerely do I join in your wiſh, that 
you could give me, ſhortly, an account. 
of ſuch a buſtle; in behalf of yourſelf: 
for it muſt be a moſt agreeable one 
ſurely, when one has in view the gaining 
a worthy partner and friend for life: I 


rejoice that my Serina hath been ſo ſuc- 


cefal, and ſecured a proſpect fo de- 
lightful. | 


Your deſcription of the 5 
pleaſed me, and am much obliged to 
you for your kind wiſh for my company. 


ZE, You 
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You do me. juſtice in ſaying, you 
know I ſhall feel for their happineſs; 
indeed, I do, and that it may long and 
ever continue, will always give Joy to 
the heart of Camilla. 3 


1 118 you on your eſcape; 
nothing to me is more irk ſome than the 
compliments uſual on a wedding; ; though, 
as you obſerve, for ſo good a huſband, 
one would willingly ſtrain a Laage and 
chearfully conform to o Ceremony. 

As for thoſe who pretend to "FCA that 
ſuch a pleaſure would be agreeable, muſt 
excuſe my agreeing with you, as I can- 
not believe them; therefore, your own- 
ing this truth, is a freſh proof of rhe ſince- 
rity of your heart, and evinces it feelingly 
alive to every ſympathetic—every ſenſa- 


tion human naturg is ſuſceptible of; and, 
when 
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when are they more ſo than when all 
theſe amiable requiſites are united, in 
the conjugal ſtate? therefore, to deny 
them a place in our wiſhes, would be 
only to appear like ſome forſaken old 

maid, and wear the appearance of diſ- 
appointment more than that of truth and 


ſincerity. 


We have paſſed thus far of ths winter 
ncicher ſadly nor merrily; but in a kind 
of medium, amuſing ourſelves with work- 
ing and reading : our viſiting | is quite 
orer; for the few agrecable families who 
refided in the neighbourhood. are gone, 
and they have only left two or three far- 
mers and dairy folk : my mother ſome- 
times likens our ſituation to Goldſmith's 
Deſerted Village, yet, when ſhe. firſt 
came here, her view 7 was, to haye ended 
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her days where ſhe firſt breathed ; hee 
finding it rather too confined a reſidence 
for winter, talks of ſpending only the 
ſummer here. Though I love ſolitnde, 
thall not oppoſe her deſign, for indeed, 
the ſituation, by no means. correſponds 
with the long and dreary nights of win- 


tere 


Vou tell me you (hall 1 a bird of paſ- 
ſage for ſome time, O that you had but 
a pair of wings, and deſigned to take 
your flight this way! yet, could not de- 
fire your ſtay from your friends, long 
enough to pitch a tent, notwithſtanding, 
might cage you for a day or two, now 
and then, which would much enliven this 
ſolitary habitation. | 


Beſides, as you are a ſinging bird, 
your warbling, would leave in the echo 
12 * 5 
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the ſweeteſt of ſounds, which would v1- 
brate for a time on my ear, and would 
ſeem to lengthen your ſtay. I pray you 
then get a pair of wings, if you can, 
and depend upon it, PII follow your 
example, then we may fly backwards 
and forwards, with rapidity, and have 
ſuch joyous meerings, as would render 
us the envy of the age. 


Dorf you think the thought enchant» 
ing? till *tis as flighty a one as could 
poſſibly enter a flighty brain ; therefore 
ſhall relinquiſh my ing ſcheme as an 
HAPHATIAOTE one. 


To be ſerious _ conclude, let me 

aſſure you, that without any airy flights, 

I am, with the ſincereſt of hearts, my dear 
Serina's much eſteeming | 

CAMILLA. 

G 4 LET. 
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L E - ne b E * IXXXIX. 


SERINA W to d 


Twickenham. 


THOUGH for ever on the flight, 
cannot get a pair of wings to your 
wiſh, in which caſe you may reſt aſſured, 
ſhould joyfully furniſh you ; for Ay 
indeed, how delightfully could we meet! 
alas! the idea is too airy, though, upon 
ſecond thoughts, the quill is a fea- 
thered meſſenger, with whoſe aſſiſtance 
we convey our thoughts, and thereby 
converſe with diſtant friends. 


How anxious ſhould we be for the 
fate of our friends, could we not be in- 
formed of it, by this moſt ingenious 
method of intercourſe, which enables us 
to An the heart in the moſt expreſſive 
E * % - 
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language thought can dictate, pouring 
out on paper the effuſions of love and 
fancy, and ſilently, yet Feger con. 
verſing with our friend. 


How i they Gain pity who: are 
ſtrangers to this invention! but 'tis well 
feeling and ignorance are rarely united; - 
were it, what would be the ſufferings of 
the party! | 


1 was led to make this reflection from 
a circumſtance in our own family. My 
ſervant, who ſeems to be a good-natured - 
creature, which indeed ſhe bas teſtiſied 
in her affection and tenderneſs to her 
poor mother, to whom ſhe allows a yearly 
ſtipend, for which the diſcreet muſt admire 
her! poor thing, ſhe wanted to convey 
it with a letter, but could not write; 
therefore, was happy to offer her my aſ- 
ſiſtance in ſo good a cauſe, 


G 5 I hope 
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H hope it is needleſs to repeat to my 
Camilla, that her laſt letter was moſt 
pleaſing to me, from a ſuppoſition that 
the is truly ſenſible how much I value her 
correſpondence ; both on account of her 
fincerity and abilities. Let not your mo- 
deſty imagine what I ſay, is from a blind 
partiality to you; but from a u r 
of your merit. | | 


Siſter Syffana is moſt comfortably ſi- 
tuated, with a man who adores her, and 
18 5 peng beloved. 


Am very eln has not been! in my 
Power to aſſure you, before now, that J 
took care to ſend your packet to Hamp- 
ton; and moreover, that you have had 
no anſwer from that quarter. Ingratitude 


and ane are . common weeds 
Aae noW- 
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noW- 2-days, | that one ſcarce knows whers 
to tread without finding them. 

| mY 

thank vou for the ſenſibility you al- 
low me to poſſeſs, and for your wiſh of 
ſoon obtaining a worthy partner for it. 
But how do you fill my head with vanity 
at the ſame time] conſider, . my brain is 
weak, therefore, you may turn it, if you 
abound ſo in praiſe. 


I wifh we were not at ſuch a diſtance 
from each other, but the fates will 
have it fo, which mortifies me greatly. 


Remember me, as uſual, to all 
friends, 1 


Thanks to the inventor of writing, + 
as it has given me an opportunity of 
i: & 6 * ſub- 
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ſubſcribing war your truly affecti- 
onate 


* 


SERINA 8 


reren 
Mrs. | STANLEY to CAMILLA. 


| + Hampſtead. 
AM perſuaded you will kindly par- 
don my not having yet acknowledged 
the receipt of your letter of congratu- 
lations on an event, which, as far as hu- 
man reaſon can judge, ſeems to promiſe 
me the moſt ſolid happineſs this life can 
afford, 


Am very we! convinced of your hear- 
ty good wiſhes for eyery individual of our 
family 
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family, therefore, am fure you will par- 
ticipate in our felicity, and ſincerely will 
you could be an eye witneſs of it: Is 
there any probability of your coming to 
town? If you do, let Syffana's be your 
reſidence. My dear good man ſays your | 
letter beſpeaks an honeſt heart ; and 1 
am ſure you will like one another ex- 


Amen 


Though you may conceive my Ate 
ſuitable only to the honey-moon ; be 
pleaſed to conſider I have had the expe- 
rience of ſome months, and can ſafely 
declare, that every day; nay, every hour, 
has given me new motives to thank Heas 
yen for uniting me, by the ſtrongeſt of 
all human ties, to a man whoſe goodneſs 
will unavoidably improve my heart, and 
Wore good ſenſe muſt enlarge my under- 
Randing ; 


134 CAMILL A. 


ſtanding; to talk or write about one's 
huſband may be conſidered as very un- 
faſhionable, but hope; you will not think 
ie 


Tis well you have a mind ſuited to 
ſtudy, and can bear ſolitude, otherwiſe 
the Abby would appear, duller. But 
as you are a friend inſtead of an enemy 
to ſociety, would wiſh to draw you a 
little into the- world again, if your good 
mother could. pence - with Ve ab · 
lence. 

I have not forgot with what chear- 
fulneſs you received Serina,, and my- 
lt; when "we! reſided at the Lodge. 


we jein in kindeſt niſin; th aſide 
tionate an to aunt and you; and ] 


remain 
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remain, with ſincere regard, your truly 
affectionate friend and couſin, 
» SYFFANA SYTANLEY«// 


LETTER XC. 
CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY- 


: ” 
8 - 
— * 
VT — 
9 
: 


W HETHER my Serina is yet a 


rambler or not, can no longer 
refrain enquiring after her. 


The ſolitary Abby we have quitted 
for a more lively ſituation near my bro- 
ther, and have taken a pretty compact 
bouſe: behind it there is a little gar- 
den, in which I employ. and amuſe 


myſelf frequently, I have had it new 
dug, 
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dug, and filled not only with every ching 
that is uſeful, but decorated it with roſes, 

honey-ſuckles, pinks and flowers of va- 
rious ſorts. 


What pleaſure do promiſe 3 in 
this engaging villa. 


Now to ſurprize you, beyond alf ſur- 
prizes! What will you ſay, on being 
| told, I have made SER? 


' Merhinks 1 his you cry, tis ; ithpbs 
Gible ! it can never be! yet, as impro- 
| bable as it may appear, it is true; but, 
as it is ſo recent an affair, cannot yet ſay 
how far 1 may go on? My former diſ- 
appointments make me not too full of 
hopes, leſt ſome unforeſeen accident 
ſhould croſs them. W 


CAMILLE X. 137 

My admirer is a widower; ſuitable as 
to age, agreeable, ſenſible, and much of 
rhe gentleman, in manners and appear- 


ance; in ſhort, I have no diſlike to liſten 


to his ſuit. 


> 


My mother is pleaſed. with the proſ- 
pet ; but the end can only be decided by 
time; it is but Halcyon days with me 


yet, and there 48 no knowing how long 


they may continue. If a real fee 


plan of life ſhould take place at laſt ; 


may then compenſate for all thoſe 4K. 
afflicting ſcenes of adverſe fate, my paſt 


life has been checquered with, ſcenes- 


ſufficient to make me long for one laſting 


abode of peace and reſt, before I take 
flight to thoſe regions where only we can 
be ſure to find it. 


I know: 
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I know my Serina fo much a friend to 
ſocial life, and thoſe tender ties which 
form it, that I am ſure ſhe will joy to 
hear of my ſuccefs in this point. 


At preſent, I can think of nothing 
more material to acquaint you with, un- 
leſs it be that J long to hear from you, 
and to aſſure you, no change whatever 
will alter the affection ever due to my Se- 


rina, from her moſt eſtceming | 
CAMILLA. 


LE T- 
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LETTER TCIII. 
SERINA FRIENDLY to CAMILLA. 


Hampſtead, = 


I is ſo long ſince I wrote to my dear 

Camilla, that I bluſh at the recollec- 
tion of it, but rely on your partiality for 
forgiveneſs. I have been a very gad- 
about for ſome months ; - that perhaps 
you will fay is no news; no more it is in- 
deed, for my friends are very kind, and 
always defirous of my company. {5 

Your laſt informs me of a piece of 
news I did not dream of, but am glad to 
find you have met with a man of diſcern- 
ment ; may you meet with that ſettled plan 
of life you ſo much deſerve, and with a 
N man 
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man worthy of you ! I was going to aſk 
you, whether you would favour us wich 
your company next ſpring? But as you 
appear to be otherwiſe engaged, am an- 
ſwered; Vet, notwithſtanding, come and 
take a PEEP at us, for I long to ſee you; 
but at the ſame time by 1 no means wiſh it, 
ſhould it interfere with your intereſt ; for 
to Tore my friends, their intereſt ſhould 
be as near my heart as my own, or I 
ſhonld be unworthy the epithet. If you 
can't come, pray let me hear from you. 
In the mean time preſent our joint regards 
to all friends, and accept the ſame from 


your truly fincere 3 
SERINA FRIENDLx. 
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LETTER XI. 


bY 


 CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY, 


. 4 
SY >, 


544 
| W. 3 
"WE" 1 
| js 


Y long filence may appear unpar- 
danable. Alas! my dear Serina, 

in that interval your Camilla's feelings 

have been wounded afreſh! It is all over 

with me, my dear, and your friend is 

doomed to contend with diſappointments: 

to ſay chearfully, would be to ſay what 
is not in nature; therefore will not pre- 
tend to be more than human, but hope 
ſo far divine, as to have borne them 
with chriſtian fortitude, by the help of 
that All- aſſiſting Power to whoſe: will it 
is our duty to ſubmit. 


The 


ende. 


The gentleman I introduced you to in 
my laſt was for a conſiderable time aſſidu- 
ouſly attentive, which was both pleaſing 
and flattering to my wiſhes; but time, 
the diſcoverer of all things, hath, proved 
the uncertainty there is of any depend- 
ance here below, and leaſt of all on man. 
We had gone: fo far as to come to tlie 
point of talking over our affairs. You 
may. be ſure I uſed no deceit in opening 
mine to him, nay, rather leſſened than 
enlarged! them, for I would ſooner be 
guilty of: a« miſtake on rhe firſt ſide than 
on the latter; I told him I never pre · 
tended: to paſs for a perſon of fortune, 
having only a ſmall independence, ſuffi- 
cient to live in the manner he ſaw me; 
that I had no ready caſh; but could turn 
my income into ſome, whenever I might 
have occaſion. Would you believe it, 
my dear, * gentleman looked grave, 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed diſappointed, and took his leave 
for that evening? However, the next 
brought him with his uſual chearfulneſs, 
which I could not boaſt of, for I began 
to think money more than eſteem was his 
purſuit; which at my time of life, or in- 
deed at any time, did not fall in with my 
nations. af. na founded on pure 
love. ! 


He hinted at ſomething like. a queſtion 
being put to my brother, whether he 
would advance for me? No, thought I, 
it ſhall never be ſaid I bought. a huſband, 
or that I laid myſelf under ſuch an obli- 
gation to my brother. Nexertheleſs we 
agreed to have a meeting with him, and 
he left me with his uſual regard. 
But my pride was ſo. hurt, L was deter- 
mined, 19. put an end to his viſits, by in- 

forming 
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forming him my brother could not meet 
us at the time fixed; and as I never meant 
him to meet us, further obſerved, my 
brother could not fix a time; therefore 
wie muſt poſtpone the matter and our fu. 
ture meetings till ſome other period. 
From this time I avoided him; and tho 
inclined to believe his regard would have 
ſurmounted the money matters, yet was 
too much piqued at the ſtreſs he ſeemed 
to lay upon it. Even my poor mother 
was diſappointed, and would fain have 
interfered, but I thought that would ap- 
pear too anxious on my part ;-and though 
*twas not conſiſtent with my delicacy of 
ſentiment, am almoſt certain ſhe would 
have gained her Point. Thus, my dear, 
L have put a final negative to this matter. 


How unfortunate am ] in this laſt wiſh 
of my life of this kind ! For ſurely now 
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no other of the like nature will eyer 
tempt, or even enter my head. 


Have juſt received a letter from my 
tenant, ſignifying ſome immediate neceſ- 
'ary repairs; which I believe will oblige 
me to viſit the premiſes in order to 
ſee what is wanting. If I do, ſhall cer- 
tainly pay my reſpecis to Syffana and 
her good man, where 1 hope alſo to 
ſee you; till 'which time aſſure yours 
ſelf,” and every part of your family, 
with the unalterable and warmeſt regard 
that can be expreſſed from the ſincere 
heart of your . 


CaAMuILLA. 


- 
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LETTER XCIv. 
 SERINA FrEXDLY to Cam ILLA. 


"Hampſtead, 


* Jengnh the pleaſing. moment is 
arrived when I can again addrefs 
my dear and kind Camilla. | She is 100 
ſufficiently acquainted with my heart to 
imagine me intentionally neglectful. I 
find a ſingular fatisfaftion in your corre. 
ſpondence, being convinced fincerity is 
your dictator. How ſmall the number 
that are ſincere! thereſore to meet with 
ſuch a one is a real acquiſition. Your 
| Promiſe to come and ſee us delights me. 
Be aſſured the account of your diſap- 
pointment hurts me: am heartily ſorry 


matters could not be brought about. "Tis 
| a dif- 


S Ann td 


a diſagreeable reflection, but don't let 
it occupy your thoughts. Alas! how 
often is merit overlooked and overba- 
Janced by a little dirty pelf ! 


I will not now loſe the poſt, but ſend 
this away ſhort as it is, leſt you ſhould 
think I had forgot a line of ſympathy, or 
to afſure you that nothing can ſever the 
affection of 


SERINA FRIENDLY. 


LETTER XCV. 


CaAMILLA to CORDELIA. 


Hampſtead. 

F any ching could compenſate for my 
being again in an unſettled way, it 
would be that of the pleaſure of ſeeing 

| H | the 
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the completion of my dear friend's hap- 
pineſs, which you have reſol ved to con- 
firm by a ſteady adherence to the paths 
of virtue and religion. | 


; My firs will] find keep me ſo long 
in town as to prevent my return to that 
delightful villa which once I hoped never 
to have forſaken : but ſuch is the deſti- 
nation of your Camilla, that, like a lonely 
wanderer, ſhe is obliged to quit a 
ſport in which her heart ſeemed delight - 
ed; where ſhe hoped pain and care had 


| loft their fling, and that the bed of 


peace and content would have received 
her, and calmly led her on to days of 
cheartul tranquillity. The idea was 
viſionary; and amidſt theſe painful re- 
collections, that of an unſympathizing 
brother increaſes the burthen. It was 


too viſible he gladly. accompanied me 
n n 1 Wy 


CAMIL L A. 149 


to town, and wiſhed not for my return; 
for what reaſon indeed I know not, for I 
was never troubleſome, nor ever aſked or 
received any favours of him but thoſe of 
civility, which are due to every common 
friend. O, my heart, how art thou rent 
with theſe reflections! where will my 
wandering ſteps find reſt, and when em- 
brace felicity and peace 


Methinks an affectionate brother, who 
had it in his power, would have ſaid, 
„ Silter, when you have ſettled your af- 
fairs in town, haſten to the villa you quitted 
with ſo much reluctance, that dwelling in 
which you appeared ſo happy; and al- 
though you did not ſueceed in your affair 
of love, don't quit that ſituation in which 
you ſo much delighted, a wn "on 
withed to remain.” 


Hz Theſe, 
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Theſe, or ſuch like kind expreſſions, 
would have ſuggeſted to my fond heart, 
| "had he been in my place. 


Ho would ſuch a requeſt have charm- 
ed, have eaſed and cheered the foul of his 
Camilla! Oa the contrary, when he left 
town his adieu was cocl, inſenſible to 
the diſturbance of my mind, and its 
unh.ngements, like an unfeeling Stoic 
he left me. Add to this, that [ 
found my eſtate required more preſent 
caſh than I expected, to put it in re- 
pair, as ſome part of it muſt be rebuilt. 
Your friend muſt then for a time, retrench 
her expences, and ſeek out for a cheaper 
ſituation. Ah! hateful thought | how 
changed the ſcene, the pleaſing ſcene, ſo 
lately loſt, fo ſhort in its duration! I am 
here indeed, with kind, good, amiable, 
and affectionate friends, who live in ele- 
5 gance 
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gance and harmony. I love them too, ſin- 

cerely love them; but theſe inviting joys 
of feſtivity and grandeur, to which I know 
I am a welcome gueſt, cannot charm my 
ſoul to peace, | 


Retirement only can give comfort to 
my humbled mind, to which I muſt re- 
turn, if ſuch an aſylum can be found to 
hide my gloomy thoughts, till my finances | 
are improved ; till when, I can only pro- 
nounce myſelf your unhappy, but ever 
eſteeming „ 
CAMILLA. 
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I. ET TER Xcvr. 


CAMILLA to CORDELIA, 

| Coleheſter. 
0 IXTEEN. long months have elapſed 

ſince J announced my preſent reſi- 
dence to my Cordelia, in all. which time 
(/ I have waited for an opportunity of ac» 
quainting her with returning tranquillity 
to the mind of her unfortunate Camilla, 


Put, alas! no ſuch proſpect hath your 
friend yet to boaſt of! 


Still purſued by diſappointment, and 
the attendant reflections which reſult from. 
the anguiſh of them, your poor friend is. 
almoſt worn out with care. | 


There 


There was a view, a pleaſing view, 
held out to my expectations in coming 
here; but that, like moſt others I have 
met with, or engaged in, is already v va- 


niſhed. 


Invited by a friend to paſs my days in 
retirement and eaſe, to be the companion. 
of an elderly lady, whoſe amiable diſpo- 
fition induced me to accept her kind offer; 
for a few months I was comfortably ſitu- 
| ated, but the hand of death ſeized. my 

worthy patroneſs, and involved me in ſor- 
row for her loſs. | 


To give you ſome further reaſon 
for my uneaſineſs, you muſt know, upon 
the death of that good lady, her ſon and 
daughter coming to the eſtate left their 
former abode to ſettle here. After all 
their aſfairs were adjuſted relative to the 
= 5 mouraful, 
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mournful occaſion, they made me an offer 
to ſtay, if I liked it, as ſuperintendant of 
the family. 


My affairs requiring me to make ſome 
addition to my income, I accepted the of- 
fer. What a fatal day was that which 
robbed me of my friend ! Had the ſon in- 
herited the amiable diſpoſition of his mo- 
ther, ſhould have been happily ſituated, 
At preſent I'm a ſtranger to every plea- 
ſure, yet muſt endure it as long as I can, 
No ſooner did the preſent poſſeſſors enter 
this place than every pleaſure fled from 
your Camilla, My lord (for they are 
titled people) is very moroſe, proud, 
haughty and imperious; and her ladyſhip 
equally ſo, beſides being of a reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition, is never ſatisfied with any body 
about her. One would imagine ſhe 


thought the giving happineſs to others 
bY 5 x muſt 
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muſt appear as an. inſult on her own, 
looking upon thoſe beneath her as un- 
worthy to ſhare with her in the comforts 
of life, therefore ſhe ſeemingly ſtudies 


to make it as burthenſome as poſſible to 


every inferior. What delectable people 
are theſe, my dear, to dwell withal! 


I will give you one inſtance of their 
bebaviour relative to myſelf, which will 
ſuffice for all the reſt. 


A ſweet and pleaſant room I formerly 
occupied they took from me, as too good 
for my uſe, although never uſed ſince, 
and in its ſtead ſuch an one appointed as I 
will deſcribe. It is cold, damp, and 
gloomy, where nothing but ſpiders for a 
long time have inhabited, and where they 
ſtill ſurround the tattered hangings, to- 
gether with worms and ſlimy ſlugs creep- 

"WMS = ing 


ing around the muſty walls, with mice, 
deadly companions of my fleepleſs nights, 
tracing their foctſteps up and. down, and. 
flily watching in their holes for entrance. 
Such are the nights I paſs; and the days 
not much more delightful, ſince they are 
generally uſhered in with noiſe and cla- 
mour, the voice of fury flying round from 
one individual to another, pouring out 


the language of unfeeling minds, that love 


to torment, to treat inhumanly the de- 
pendent beings of their houſhold, 


This. my, dear, is my. preſent lot; yet. 
am willing for a. time to bear it, leſt it 
ſhould be ſaid I Know not when I am well. 
. off, H.w.much I am fo, my Cordelia will 


be qualified to judge from this deſcription.. 


H long I ſhall be able to. continue 


js paſt my con prehenſion; yet it. ſhall not 
| | be 


a” 
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be ſaid I love to change for changing 

ſake, which from the many I have already 

made, moſt unwillingly made, hath, been. 
imputed to me. 


In "TI I am ſo much abſorbed .in: 
melancholy in this wretched being, that- 
I have had no heart, no life, no ſoul, to 
correſpond with thoſe dear and valued 
friends, now at ſuch a diſtance from me; 
more eſpecially as I. can ſend them no. 
good accounts from this quarter of that 
happineſs which my coming here pro- 
poſed. 


1 ow aſhamed to own my conſtant- 
diſappointments in life, as if indeed I had 
occaſioned them myſelf, which heaven 
knows, I cannot charge to my own ac-. 
count. How untoward is my fate! 


But 
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But I will no longer dwell on a ſubjecet 
which can give no pleaſure in reciting, 
any more than I ſuppoſe it can in the pe- 
ruſal, judging my dear Cordelia too 
feeling not to give a ſympathetic ſigh for 
the wayward fate of her friend. Cloſing 
then this ſcene with filent anguiſh, I will 
throw away the mournful pen. Adieu; 
pPity and forget not your always eſteeming 
friend 8 
CaAMII LA. 


LETTER Xn. 
SERINA FRIENDLY to CAMILLA. 
a | Hampſtead. 
's above twelve months ſince I 
. heard of my dear Camilla, which 
is a myſtery 1 can no way ſolve. Not to 


acknowledge I am hurt at this ſeeming 
negflect, 
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neglect, would be concealing the ſenti- 
ments of my heart; therefore you muſt 
forgive my honeſt confeſſion. Not able 
to recollect any circumſtance that could 
give riſe to ſuch a coolneſs after ſo many 
years of un varied friendſhip, have the va- 
nity to believe you ſtill regard me, and 
reſt in the hope that you will convince 
me of it, by that pleaſing intercourſe of 
thinking aloud, which is the only conſo- 
lation when ſeparated from thoſe we love. 
This language I remember to have come 
from your pen, and I little thought you 
would . have ſuffered ſo many months to 
have paſſed without indulging me with a 
line to have given us all ſome informa» 
tion of your health. Sure your ſpirits 
are not as I wiſh them ; when that is the 
caſe how gloomy is every object! Even 
the ſun in all its blaze ſeems but to ſhine 

with 


160 CA M1 1 LILA. 


with half its luſtre, when melancholy: 
ſeizes the mind. 


Twill be a real ſatisfaction to hear 
from you; and if you can confute me in 
all I have advanced, ſhall be happy be- 
yond expreſſion, Your correſpondence 
Feſteem; and why you ſhould deprive 
me of ſo much pleaſure is what 1 with you 


| to explain . 


I hope it is not an impertinent queſtion 
to aſk you, how you like your preſent 
ſituation? For indeed I am not excited by 
_ curioſity, but an anxiety to know whethe r 
ä 7 E799 


15 Actejh of the united love of our fire- 
ſide, and believe me to be as uſual, dear 
Camilla, your truly affeRionate couſin, 


SERINA FRIENDLY. | 
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LETTER XCVIL 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 

' Colcheſter, ' 
H! my Serina, your kind letter 
bath reat my heart! hath cauſed 
ſuch tears to flow for my neglect, that 
words are too weak for expreſſion, too 
few to paint the anguiſh and. the pain [I 
endure for being ſuppoſed guilty of in- 
gratitude ! Yet let me recall that Jaſt long 
word, for I never was, nor can, though 
my ſilence hath given. too much cauſe for 
ſuch a fuppoſition. 


Chide me not then, my gentle, my be- 
loved Serina, for I can ill bear the recol- 
lection that I have deſerved * repre- 


heuſion. 
My 


< 
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My peace and comfort, already too much 
wounded, can hardly de your admo- 
nition. 


You have but too juftly pointed out 
one cauſe of my gloomy thoughts, but 
cannot account for the reaſons ; nor in- 

deed can I now tell you, they being ſuch 

as I know would pain, would grieve your 
gentle foul, as well as renew my ſuffer- 
ings, ſhould I attempt to deſcribe them: 
therefore ſhall only add, that when I can 
inform you of more pleaſing profpedts, 
you ſhall be made happy by that corre- 
ſpondence you ſo obligingly wiſh, from 
your ever eſteeming and unalterably af- 
fectionate 

CAuiIIA. 


LET. 
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LETTER XCIS. 


CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY» 


Portman Square, 


INCE my laſt to you, my ever dear 
Serina, it is above a year. A long 
and irkſome time hath it been io your 


Camilla. But thank heaven, I am arrived 
in town, and am with Sir Henry and his 


lady, till I can accommodate myſelf with 
lodgings. =" is eo its 


Sir Henry and his Alinda came on a 
viſit to Colcheſter, the latter end of the 
ſeaſon, and ealling on me, I acquainted 
them with my wiſh of leaving that place. 
They kindly preſſed me to accompany 

them 
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tiem to town, and I moſt gladly accepted 
their agreeable invitation, where J 
ſhall joy to ſee you, when you can 
make it ſuitable, as will allo our kind 
couſins. 


I have much to tell you of concerning 
my late diſagreeable ſituation, and as I 
hope for the pleaſure of our meeting 
ſoon, will not take up your time with 
giving an account of what hath paſſed in 
the long ſeaſon of our ſeparation ; ſuf. 
fice it to ſay, I've experienced nothing 
bur morification, 


: I hope to hear all friends at Hampſtead. 
are well, and as happy as they deſire 
and deſerve to be. 


Preſent my cue regards to thoſe amia- 
ble frien ls; and continue to believe, 
that, 
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| that, without flattery, I ſubſcribe myfelf, 


with the moſt affectionate of hearts, your 
ardently eſteeming 
CAMILLAs 


ECC AA. 
CAMILLA to SERINA FRIENDLY. 


Berner's Street. 


Eb” my deas Serina am greatly 


| obliged for the tender ſolicitude 
and kind trouble ſhe gave herſelf in 
procuring me a comfortable abode. I 


like my lodging much, and feel ſuch 
tranquilliyy in being once more miſtreſs 


of myſelf, time, and actions, that I have 


not known ſo much compoſure for a long 


time, here I wiſh to remain till all my af- 
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fairs are ſettled on ſuch a plan, as will, 
I hope, make my future days terminate 
aàgreeably. 


The acquaintanceof the amiable Lady 
Ann, much contributes to my happi- 
neſs, and T conſider myſelf indebted to 
you, for ſecuring me ſuch a treaſure as 
her ladyſhip's regard and friendſhip a 
friendſhip I ſhall ever honour and re- 
vere, not only in reſpect to herſelf, but 
for that eſteem ſhe bears for my Se- 


. rina. 


When I take a retroſpect of the va- 
rious ſcenes of my life, it aſtoniſnes me 
to think how I have ſurmounted ſo * 


A difficulties. 


The many and frequent diſappoint- 
ments, the pain and grief of heart, the 
. troubles, 
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troubles, the cares, the anxieties, the 
ſickneſs, the unkindneſſes of friends, but 
particularly my brother's, and the an- 
gaiſh of my mind on all theſe ſeveral 
occaſions; one would think were 
enough to deſtroy me. Still I ſurvive, 
ſtill hope, till cheriſh that ſupporting 


companion, that ſtedfaſt friend, to bring 


me better times, times, that when they 
do zrcive, I FURY doubly enjoy, 


preſent the beſt acknowiegwiatts of a 


fincere heart to all friends where you are, 
and be aſſured my attachment to you is 


unalterable, whatſoever may be the fate 


of your 
CAMILLAs 
I LE. 
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Portman Square. 


\EPRESSED. beyond all deſcrip- 

tion is your unfortunate Camilla! 
But a little interval of peace did I enjoy, 
and a new diſaſter befel me, of ſuch a 
kind I never before experienced. 


I have been robbed my dear, plun- 


dered of all my clothes, ſave thoſe I had 


On. 


I was yeſterday with my good Lady 


Ann, enjoying in friendly converſe, 


that happy memorable event which gave 


birth to the Saviour of mankind. When 


Iwent 
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1 went howe, found my lodgings ſtrip» 


ped. You cannot form an Idea how I 


was ſhocked on finding my doors un- 


locked. 


1 


For ſome moments I ſtood aghaſt, on 
finding my apartments in confuſion, and 
diſlodged of my little treaſure. How- - 


ever, without making any diſturbance i in 
the houſe, I ran, or rather flew back 
from whence I came, and ſuppreſling, as 


much as poſſible, the ſhock I felt, told 


with as little precipitancy as 1 could my 
tale of woe. 


| It being then paſt ten, twas too late 


to ſeek redreſs that night; and as I 


could not think of fleeping any more be- 
neath the pillaged roof, good Lady Ann 
ſheltered me under her wing. 
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The next day, or, I thould ſay, this 
morning, I made known my loſs; but 
could not diſcover the culprit. The 
maid of the houſe, I found, had left the 
ſtreet · door open in the evening, and it 
Was ſuppoſed they then did their work, 
the family being gone amongſt their 
friends, as Was uſual with them on 2 that 
day. 3 


1 am now at Sir Henrys, but can't 
ſay for how long; you know I cannot 
bear the thoughts of being troubleſome 
to my friends, however welcome they 
may make me. 


O my heart is almoſt broke ! when 
will my ſorrows have an end! great are 
che trials of {ue Camilla. . ” 


5 25 Adieu, 
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Ihe 

Adieu, my dear Serina, I know my H 
luck will, if poſſible, double your re- 
gard, and your ſympathetic ſoul will 
pity the ene 


. 


| SERINA kung | aid hs 
a9] f | 1 „ 
| | "ow sk whole family real 
concern to hear of your misfortune, 
and the tear of ſenſibility bedewed my 
cheek on the peruſal of your letter, but 
let me intreat you, not to be too much caſt 
down—too much oppreſſed; perhaps 
| this unlucky affair may turn out to more 
range than you expect. 

1 Every 


does yo moſt men 115 N 
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Every one will and muſt be ſtrenuous 


to ſerve you at this juncture. We have 
ſent you a few neceſſaries for the pre- 


ſent: hope you will excuſe the rough 


manner in which they are ſent, being 


impatient to convey them to you as faſt as 
poſſible. 

I intend coming to ſee you very ſoon : 
in the mean time keep up your ſpirits, 
and remember that an all-merciful God 
ever protects the virtuous. Our love to 


the family where-you are : all here de- 


ſire to be kindly remembered to you, as 


nnen . RIENDLY: 


WES 2 
2 
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 CAMILLA to SERINA FRIEXD II. 


Leſſon S 


HAVE taken a ſmall but neat 
apartment near this place. It is 
hard, very hard, my dear, to be thus 
toſſed about, and at a time of life roo, 
when one ſeems to want rather more, than 


leſs of the quiet of it. 


The e e kindneſs and attery- 
tion of the worthy lady Ann, is more 
than I can expreſs. My full heart glows 
with gratitude for her tender aſſiduity. 
I cannot ſufficiently acknowledge her 
great goodneſs ; but flatter myſelf ſhe 

I S | is 
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is acquainted with my ſentiments on this 
bead; and is ſenſible, a grateful heart 
is all I have to offer, indeed, 1 believe 
tis all ſhe wiſhes in return. 


Jo be wanting in gratitude would be- 
ſpeak the depravity of my heart and 
head, and render me unworthy of ſuch 
a friend; unworthy of your notice; nap 
of that of all my friends: whatever may 
betide me, hope E ſhall never be crimi- 
nal in that reſpect, as it mult be the 
fault of a heart to which I wiſh ever to 
be a ſtranger. That I may always re- 

tain ſuch a nobleneſs of ſoul as never to 
forget obligations, is my fincere with. 
And though my. circumſtances be cir- 
cumſeribed, one may have that ſuperio- 
rity of mind, even when fortune ſinks. 
eur condition beneath i its rank, 


I muſt⸗ 
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J muſt now call to my aid, invention, 
the mother of neceſlity ; ingenuity, the 
mother of the arts; and, obſervation, 
the mother of curiofity.. 


CAMILLE A, 


This. laſt blow, my dear Serina, kathy 
Aruck deeper chan! it ought. | 


Merciful God! enable me to be reſigned; 
and aſſiſt me to. baniſh every though 
tending. to encourage grief. 


I will ſtrive to obliterate every reflection 
pernicious to my peace. Yet, in all my 
former misfortunes was never ſunk ſo low, 
always having it in my power to appear 
in the eyes of the world without degra» 
dation, which I cannot help fecling * 
effects of. 


Similar to "oy a 8 author ob- 


ſerves, There is no circumſtance in 
I 4 : life 
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life more diſagreeable, than when a little 
falſe pride we all have is piqued, on diſ- 

_ covery, that perhaps we are fome de- 

grees lower in the world than our ap- 
pearance may ſuggeſt to the beholder. 


This is pride I grant; but there is no 
living perſon without it.“ 5 | 


Therefore my des, as 1 do not pre- 
tend to be more humble than what i is na- 
tural to the feelings of all mankind, you 
muſt ſuppoſe me not inſenſible to my pre- 
fer ſituation. However, God is all- 
wiſe and all- ſufficient for his creatures, 
and I am comforted in the hopes of a 
future ſtate, where all tears ſhall be 
| wiped 6 Ok ang 4 5 ras trouble ſhall 
be no more. . | 


* 


Your patience I fear will be tired, 


therefore, wall only add, how much 3 
e am 


» 3 
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am indebted to your tender kindneſs, 
which will ever be acknowledged by 2 77 


em obliged 
* LLA. 


LETTER dq Ww. 
Senna FRIENDLY to CANLELE- 


Hampſtead, 


- DO not like my Camilla's laſt grave 

epiſtle. Beg her to ſuppreſs all 

ſad refleftions, and place in | their ſtead 
ſome chearful ones. 


It is not Wee ing that uſual refigna- 
tion, with which you formerly triumphed 
over many diſtreſſing circumſtances, and 

hone fo conſpicuouſly in ſurmoun ting 
I * " . - thews 
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them. This is indeed. an affecting ſtroke. 

to you, of a. new kind; yet, neverthe- 
leſs, is as ſurmountable as any of the 
reſt, for aught I can ſee, Are not all: 
your friends ſolicitous to ſerve: and: at- 
tend to your. intereſt? Have you not. 
a rich uncle on whom you may de- 
pend for future comfort and ſopport > 
beſides, other relations who will leave- 
vou ſomething handſome :- Jet: not then 
this laſt unlucky affair, which time may. 
ſoon recover, beggar your noble mind 
of that fortitude you have hitherto dif- 
played in the moment of affliction, Re- 
member, my dear; that afflictions are 
from the hand of God, and: conſider 
yourſelf- as the child of his love, For. 
whomſoever be loveth W 


bay beg what re ve here ad, may have 


* with you, for your health's ſake, 
which 
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which continued grief muſt impair : for 
your friends ſake, and for your Serina's- 


1: am n going to Bath, and 4 vidio. 
places for ſome months, which will, I. 
doubt, take up the beſt part of the ſum - 
mer; but aſſure yourſelf, I ſhall call on 


you before I go, and hope to leave you 
much improved in health and n off 


mind. A -443 


Remember, that my happineſs will 
be greatly augmented by your returning: 
tranquillity, which will undoubtedly in- 
creaſe that of your affectionate 

SERINA FRIENDLY! - 
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II appears neceſſary for the Editor 
to obſerve, that thus far was compiled 
by Camilla, which brings her ſtory 
to that period in which her declining 
ſtate prevented her proceeding. And 
although Lady Ann was not unacquainted 
with her fate, ſhe was not with every 
particular of it, which che following Lei- 
ters ſet forth. 


SxRIXA 
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SERINA FRIENDLY to Lady ANN. 


HE great attention and regard with, 
which your ladyſhip diſtinguiſhed 

my Camilla, together with that friend- 
ſhip you have ever ſhewn- me, makes me 
haſten to give you that aecount you de- 
fired concerning the fate of my valued 
friend; and thereby conclude her ſtory, 
the former part of which ſne had put 
into your hands. | 


3 Von hs know that. A haſty Sade 

ſeized on. the faculties of. my poor Ca» 
milla, which even before her laſt ſhack, 
bad almoſt ſubdued her reſignation. 


After my return from Bath, &, I went 
to oy her, but was never more ſurprized. 
| at 


at · obſerving ſo viſible a change in her 
health and countenance; and though 
ſhe received me chearfully, Fas with the 


utmoſt difficulty. L.covld hide my concern. 
Alfter ſtaying with her two or three days, 
was- obliged to return to Hampſtead; 
but in about a week after ſaw her again, 
when ſhe told me your Ladyſhip had juſt 
left her, and was- going into the. country. 
for a month or two. 


F was. fearful of entering into grave 
ſubjects, yet thought it necefſary to afl 
her if ſhe had heard from her brother 
lately. She ſhook her head witli 4 No. 
No, my Serina, he hath other buſinefs 
than to think of a poor liſter, your _—_ 


alas! pert ſhapes. 


% 


* 


1 ebe 
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Edeſiced ber not: to deſpond, for that 


better days awaited: her, She; replied; 
Not in this world; my dear; neither do I: 


wiſh 1 it, ſince the: meaſure of my wop is 


full. I am haſting. to that place; where 
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the virtuous and unfortunate can o be 


happy: and go with a firm reliance on: 


that being who-hath ſupported my weak. 
and frail: wrepff under n. mo. 1 


Come, come, Camilla, Gd 1. eo 1 
not talk thus, en yet ee. 
days.. ³⁵ 5 

O Dis QOH Jil 

Ah Seriss, anempt pen een 
back to a world, in which I: have, no 
ſhare. Suffer me to indulge thoſe 
thoughts which, only can reſtore to me 
peace ! I: am going, going apace, and 4 
few days hence, your mag nn 
with ber kindred duſts; , 2s 2.4 
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 *Twas: impoſſible to divert her mind 
from bc” eren n * 


ww 


Th en de in, 1 took an op- 
portunity, on his going out, to beg he 
would give me his real thoughts of her 
tare. . 


3 5 SW "8 * 4 1 * wt ; * 
. * 1 kk 4 4 


* 


He Ap ne was ert to N he 

feared ſhe had not many weeks to live. 

| Your dyſhip will "readily gueſs my 

| grief at this intelligence. I appeared to 

me proper to acquaint her brother of her 

;adiſpoſition, and to inform him, if he ex- 

pected 0 ſee = lifter alive, be molt! not 
ay A * - 4 


1745 * 2 73 «0, OE ys 5 
$ 7 4 & a 4 


2 4 1 broke to her am ieder er 
| bis being ſoon in town; to which ſhe 
| ealmly replied, the ſhould be glad to ſee 
kim, as it would be their-laſt meeting. 


I had 


"” 
* 
* 
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I had an immediate anſwer from him 


with a piece of news that at another time 
would have given me great joy, to com- 
municate to Camilla, but feared 'twould 
now be too much for her weak ſtate to 
bear, 


The purport of his letter was, that he 
ſhould be in town in a few days; that an 
uncle juſt dead had left his fortune be- 
tween himſelf and Camilla, and that he 
hoped to fee her recoverable and happy; 
that he left to me the acquainting her 
with her good fortune, which would ſer 
her above the world. 


: N Wo 


| Alas! ſhe is above the world indeed! 


Vour ladyſhip will excuſe my abrupt- 
neſs in breaking off—the remainder is 


too recent in my mind to deſcribe. At 


preſent, 
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preſent, therefore, ſhall lay aſide the 
pen, after aſſuring you that Lam, with. 
every reſpect, your ann 8s moſt hum- 
| ble ſervant, 


| 1 Faianour,. | 


: n continuation.) 


y Will proceed to inform your ladyſhip 
Jof the laſt event concerning, Camilla, 
whoſe memory I ſhall. ever cheriſh as a 
faithful, affectionate, and eſteeming 
friend; as one whoſe honeſt heart was 
above deceit, but was ſo i interwoven with. 
care, as to ſink it in this world. beneath 
its . 


r 60 2 P 


Tx 


I had by. degrees broke to ww the re- 


- viving ſtate of her fortunes, to which ſhe 


liſtened with no emotions of joy. or plea · 
| ſure 5: 
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lure; and her only reply was, that it 
came too late for her to enjoy. Her 
brother came to town ſoon after he wrote 
zo me, and appeared ſhocked to fee her 
o near her end. From the time I left 
her ſhe viſibly dechaed ; however, ſhe 
received het brother with a. heavenly 
compoſure, or kind of indifference, a8 
much as to ſay, you are come too late if 
my wilnes remain in you for my well 
being here. Taking his hand, ſhe 
thanked him for his viſit, and ſaid, You 
ſee me, brother, in a ſtate which wilt 
naturally relieve me from giving any 
trouble to you, for which I thank heaven. 
I was melted into tears, and. the pearly 
drop ſeemed ready to fall, provoked by. 
his remorſe and ſhame for DOSES {a; 
. 2 valuable ſiſter. | 


A filent: i 


re. CAMILL A. 


"Li" filent conflict remained A fewr mo- 
ments between them. 


He kifſed her pale and languid cheek, 
and bid her be "ow and wh | 


5 


Ves, Uebe 4d | he; 1 tal be both 
ven and happy ny e 


Ab! but! do not mean as r I 
have good tidings for Camilla; a ſplen- 
did fortune now awaits you, and you 
1 mult tive to cheer us with your ſmiles — 
| Alas! brother, perhaps ſome months, 

fome few months back, ſuch news might 
have faved your expiring ſiſter ; but now 
this world, with all its allurements, hath 
no charms for me; far happier I truſt is 
my lot, as I hope Pm going to partake 
of << * that peace which the world cannot 


33s 


give, 
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1 1 


give,” to that place where Joy ſeraphic 
dwells. SHEER: | 


This diſcourſe eel hid Lee 
and grief took poticition or my ſoul for 


cac ch . 


It was obvious W bis Bü was ds 
longer callous, for the _—_— a} it was | 
too rifible on — countenance. 1 


Boes this 4 ann 1 
did not long ſubſiſt, for Camilla was in 
two days after deprived of her breath, 
and reſtored to her native ſcies. 
About an hour before her departure 
| the took our hands, and after kiſſing 
each alternately, ' ſaid, whatever good, 
you my brother, have to offer me, let 


wy Serina bave a part ; ſhe has been a 
gentle, 
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gentle, kind, and tender companion in 
all my diſtreſs; and like a true and gene- 
-rous friend, inſtead. of forſaking me in 
adverſity, cheered. the. gloom with the 
firmeſt friendſhip and moſt endearing ten- 
derneſs. Cheriſh my memory in her; 
Abe ſhall ber your fiſter in my ſtead ; well 
does ſhe deſerve the endearing name 
which you too much fighted in me ! But 
I forgive you ; _ heaven do ſo, and 
leſs 3 Jon! both, | 


ben ated the * on a 3 and 
went off ſo calm, reGgned, and compoſed, 
that it made me almoſt wiſh to accom- 


Tenn er. 


Thus ole the tif of ay "beloved 
Capi 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, my good lady Ann, and Ire : 
how much I value that attention which 
vou beſtowed on the departed relation of 
my fond affection, and with how much 
| ſenſibility I ſhall ever acknowledge every 
favour conferred on your moſt grateful 

Sznana FRIENDLY, 


— — 
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New Nowgls to be bad of W. CASS. | 
' Tx VIRTUOUS VILLAGERS; in a Se- 
55 ties of Letiers, by Dr, Potter, 2 vol. 55. 
3 ſewed. 1 VFCVFCCT 0 OT pid FURRY. 
N. B. The Reviewers ſay, From amid the 
.croud of trivial or vicious productions which have 
lately poiſoned the ſprings of information, and 
_ uſurped the name of novels, it is a peculiar pleaſure 
to announce one in which learning, genius, taſte, 
aud ſentiment, are united under the auſpices of 
moral improvement. The Virtuous Villagers 
blends the ſenſe of age with the fire of youth, with- 
out” ſubſcribing to the wiſhes of juvenile indiſcre- 
tion, paints characters with that vivacity as muſt 
ſnatch the attention of the fair and the gay, yet 
leave the heart untainted, while the mind 1s profit- 
ably enlarged.” 5 JA i 47 
II. LAURA and AUGUSTUS; an authentic 
Story, in a Series of Letters, by a young Lady, 
vol. 78. 6d. ſewed. 
N. B. The Reviewers ſay, This novel does 
credit both to the head and heart of the writer; 
that the characters are common and natural; the 
ſituations, probable, affecting, and well conducted. 
It is a production that will both inſtruct and enter- 
tain that claſs of readers who delight in works of 
fancy." | | 3 
III. Tak ERRORS or NATURE: or, the Hiſ- 
tory of Charles Manley; in a Series of Letters, 
| by Mr 0 Walwyn, 3 vol. 758. 6d. ſewed. 


 Shorth vill be publiſhed, 
Dedicated to her Grace the Ducheſs of 
DzvonsniRE, 


GALATEA, a Paſtoral Romance, From the 
French of Monſ. De Florian. 
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